HowaRrD CounTy Birp CLuB

THE GOLDFINCH

A CHAPTER oF THE MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

MARCcH - AprIL 2000

VoLuME 28, NUMBER 4

AuTumN BIrD Recorps: AucusT 1
T0 Novemeer 30, 1999 sy JoanNE SOLEM

he four month autumn season always

holds the potential for rarities and ir-
ruptives. This year was no exception. Although
the drought was finally broken in
work on Brighton Dam kept Trladelphla
Reservoir levels down. Shorebirds, with a few
exceptions, found little attractive habitat so
numbers and variety were low. A possible new
oounty record was reported as was an unusual
sparrow species. Thanks to all observers who
submitted sightings—all records are appreci-
ated.

No Commeon Loon movements were de-
tected. There were just 2 Horned Grebes re-
ported, one, an early sighting on 9/17 at Water-
ford (WATFD) on Jennings Chapel Rd (MW),
and one on 11/28 at Wilde Lake (WILLK)
(HZ). The Iatest Doublé-crested Cormorant
was spotted on 11/19 at Lake Elkhomn
(LKELK) (SN). An American Bittern stayed
at the University of Central Farm
(UMDCF) from 10/9 (NM,JS) through 11/3
(IS). The last Great Egret was noted at
WATFD 11/3 (WE) with a high of 5 on 8/21 at
Centennial Park (CENPK) (JC). As detailed in
previous summaries, the Vantage Point
(VANPT) heronty successfully produced
young again. The last date that young Great
Blue Herons were seen was 8/3 when three
were still in the vicinity of a nest (MC). An
immature Little Blue Heron was at CENPK
on 8/1 (KS;JS). Black-crowned Night-
Herons continued to be reported from WILLK,
with the last sighting of the year on 10/11 at
LKELK (SN).

There were three Smow Goose reports:
10/24 one blue phase at the Elliott Rd Pond
(EH); 10/30 one white at UMDCF (M&GM),
and 11/29 one white flying over Meadowbrook
(MDBRK) (BO). No single day of major
Canada Goose movement was detected. The
Fall Count (FALLC) total on 9/18 was 925. A
Richardson’s Goose was described after being
seen at Daniels (DANPV) on 11/1 (J&RS)
The earliest flock of Tundra Swans was heard
1026 flying over Hammond Village
(HAMVL) at night (MW). The last were 4 on
11/28 at CENPK (HZ). The flock of 35 Ameri-
can Black Ducks on 11/24 at Clark’s on Rox-
bury Rd was the seasonal high (MW). Two

Blue-winged Teal on 10/6 at Pigtail (PIGTL)
were the only ones this season (JS). Three
Northern Shovelers were present at CENPK

on 11/23 at Clark’s (MW). A female North-
ern Pintail was spotted on 9/22 at CENPK
(KS;JC). Four female Green-winged Teal
were at CENPK from 9/22 (BOMIJB)
t0 10/2 (5) J&TDC;JS). Canvasbhacks made a
late appearance this season with 4 arriving
11/28 at WILLK (HZ). Ring-necked Ducks
were first detected on 10/1 at CENPK where a
female was present (JC). The high was a mod-
est 14 from 11/3-11/30 on LKELK (JC). The
only Lesser Scaup was a male on Warfield’s
Pond 10/26-10/31 (KT+). Scoters are always
worth noting in this inland county. On 11/13,
onc female Black Scoter was reported from
IKEIK (DPRBY); it was last seen 11/16
(EH,HZ). (Three days is a long stay for a
Howard County scoter.) More true to form was
a second female at the same location on 11/14
(J&TDC,SN) which was present just a few
hours. Two female Hooded Mergansers on
11/6 at CENPK were the first reported RC).
The high was 10 on 11/15 at WATFD (MW).
Ruddy Ducks were present all season in good
numbers. The earliest one arrived on 8/18 (JC)
with a high of 69 on 11/3 at LKELK (JC).

9/23 t0 925 (J&TDC); the latest was a female .

The last Osprey of the season was

on 10/9 at LKELK (BO+). Bald Eagles were
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reported from many parts of the county with a
high of 4 on FALLC. The swale ficld at the
UMDCF attracted Northerm Harriers from
9/25 (NM) through 10/28 (BO+). The earliest
Sharp-shinned Hawk was seen on 8/11 at
WILLK (HZ) with a high of 20 on 10/23 at
the Rockbum Branch Park (RKBRP) hawk
watch (RGH). Although Cooper’s Hawks
nest in the county in small numbers, their
nests or young are scldom found. The three
beggmgyoungblrds on 8/8 in a yard in

HAMVL certainly came from a nearby nest
(GC). Broad-winged Hawk migration
peaked between 9/18 at RKBRP where BO
had 1231 (FALLC total for the day was 2427)
and 9/25 on Cavey Lane (CAVEY) near
Woodstock where 300400 were counted
(L&LH). The last Broad-winged Hawk was
one bird seen in the same thermal with a
Red-tailed Hawk on 10/30 at the intersection
of Folly Quarter Rd and Carroll Mill Rd
M&GM). A single Rough-legged Hawk
was reported on 11/6 in a ficld at the corer of
Rt. 144 and Folly Quarter Rd (M&GM).
Merlins were scen much of the
season from 8/27 on Manahan Dr (MANHN)
near Ellicott City (BO) to 11/18-19 at WILLK
(HZ). A Peregrine Falcon put in an appear-
ance on Lakeside Dr near Triadelphia Reser-
voir on 10/14 (WEb;SP).

Sharp eyes spotted a Sora at the edge of
island vegetation at CENPK 10/17
MKD&PEMK) during the Bird Club’s
first-ever Big Sit. It was the best bird of an
overcast, drizzly day. Thirteen participants tal-
lied 46 species from the circle. This annual
event is an excellent birding activity for people
who do not want a long walk. An immature
Commeon Moorhen created a stir among lo-
cal birders who had not located one in the
county since 1992. The bird was first noted on
9/17 at CENPK (EH) and was last seen 9/22
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