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SUMMARY OF THE 2000 HOWARD COUNTY FALL COUNT

ThesevemhammalHowademnnyFall
Count was conducted on Sept. 16, 2000.
The count saw our third lowest record for
species while at the same time setting a new low
for individuals. The number of participants and
parties (68 and 39) were up from last’s (48 and
23). Thetotalsforpmtymxlsandhansaxe
shown on the tally sheet. The cov-
ered 30% more miles and spent 22% more
bours counting then were recorded last year.
While the coverage increased, the birds were not
there to be counted. The day’s efforts recorded
125 species to previous year’s records
(133 in ‘94, 135 in 95, 130 in 96, 113 in 97,
136 in “98 and 120 in ‘99). The total of individ-
ual birds tallied to 14,600 to prior
years of 26,651, 26,643, 21,615, 22,781, 17,190,
and 15,506.

Saturday’s temperature rarged from the
low 50’s to the high 70’s with variably intermit-
tent light showers. The humidity was comfort-
able thanks to the recent passage of a cool front.
Most arcas were wet due to the normal to
mer. But flooding was not the problem it was
last year when in the 30 days ing that
ocount, the County received nearly 14 inches of
rain thanks to Hurricanes Floyd and Dennis and
the passage of a major weather front. Weather
wise there should have been more birds around.
Apparently we missed the presumed influx of
birds that the cool front should have produced.
Further, it’s interesting to note that this year’s
totalmdmdualstalhedls45%smallerthenwr
best year and is the 4™ year in a row that the
number has decreased!

The accompanying table presents the count
data. There were 26 fall warblers species identi-
fied compared to prior year’s (30, 30, 29, 18, 29
&21).'I‘beonlymvspecisaddedontheFall
Count was Willow Flycatcher (1 in area 2).
dominated by: European Starling (1472), Amer-
ican Crow (959), Canada Goose (944), Sharp-
shinned Hawk (372, up from 29 in ‘99), and
Broad-winged Hawk (985). These five species
accounted for about 32% of the total birds ob-
served. Blackbird mumbers (588) were higher
then last year’s (251) but still low compared to
the best year (4485).

Thanks to all participants and those who

BY Mike McCLure AND CHUCK STIRRAT

LaGreca,
Luck, Bobmdetmu.nd Janet Lydon, Nancy Mag-
nusson (Area §), Grazina and Mike McClure

(Area7), Robin Todd, Dick and Kate Tutts, Marlyn Veek,
Mark Wallace (Area 1), Don Waugh, Jordan Wikerson,

vided an enjoyable time in the field for the
participants, and, of course, there was a fim-
time at the tally rally. The event provided a
great wrap-up for the day in spite of the recur-
ring comment heard during the evening,
“where are the birds™?

Plan now to join us on a fisture seasonal
oount and if possible attend the tally as well,
Next year the fall count will be held on the 3¢
Saturday of September, the 15",
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MOS ScHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
MOScﬂ'ersscholarshxps’ to attend sum-
mer ecology workshops which National
Audubon holds at its camps in Maine, Con-
necticut, and Wyoming. Who is eligible? Do

coumselors, park ranger, or student and intend
to make nature education part of your career?
Then these scholarships are designed for you.
The scholarship grant covers the cost of tuition,
roomn, and board for an infensive six-day course
of field study and instruction in ecology, con-
servation, and natural history.
Want more information? Call Eileen
Clegg at 410-730-4362, the Howard County
coordinator for the MOS Scholarship Comumit-
tee. Applicants do not have to be a member of
MOS, but they most be endorsed by a chapter
or member of MOS, Call Eileen before Christ-
mas if you are interested. Completed applica-
tions must be in the hands of the MOS Scholar-
ship Committee Chair by Jan 30, 2000. Each
member nuist submit
e a writien statement in the form of a letter
be used to develop in young people an ap-
preciation of our wild heritage and a sense
of responsibility for the care and quality of
our natural resources and environment;

¢ two letters or recommendation from indi-
viduals (at least one of whom is an MOS
member) who know the candidate’s inter-
ests and activities;

® 3 qurrent resune.

Applicants must be eighteen or older.



















