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SPRING BIRD RECORDS: MARCH 11 TO MAY 31, 2002

T he first spring of the second Mary-

land Breeding Bird Atflas found
Howard birders investigating corners of the
county that often receive little attention. There
were some extremely early arrival dates, per-
haps as a result of unusual heat and strong
southerly airflows in early spring; however,
below average temperatures in May slowed
the migration of other species. Breeding dis-
coveries were headed by the county’s first
Spotted Sandpiper nest, and a Hooded Mer-
ganser female (f) with five ducklings for the
second verified county record. Among other
highlights were nesting Great Blue Herons in
two places and Cooper’s Hawks nesting or
courting in a mumber of spots, migrating
five sites, a £ Eurasian Wigeon, a f. Dickeis-
sel, and a possible Mississippi Kite. Definitely
an exciting spring,

Common Loons numbers peaked over
Schooley Mill Park (SLMLP) on 4/20 with
310+ (DOL+), while 1 on 5/11 at Duckett
Reservoir (DUKRS) was the last (JC,JS). The
season’s high of 5 Pied-billed Grebes was at
Centennial Pack (CENPK) 3/29 (KS). Horned
Grebes on 3/16 were found at Lake Elkhorn
(LKELK) (1-J&CW) & Triadelphia Reser-
voir (TRIRS) (5-SAr+). An all-time high of
87 Double-crested Cormorants rested on
TRIRS 4/9 (JS,KT)

American Bitterns were spotted from 3/8
University of MD Central Farm (UMDCF)
(1-BO+) to 4/27 David Force WMA (1-BO).
A Great Egret appeared 3/15 at Meadow-
brook (MDBRK) (EH). An ad. Little Blue
Heron was present at a wetland on Race Rd
RACRP) 4/15-22 (JMa). Cattle Egrets can
no longer be counted on to appear annually so
the bird at Fulton Pond 5/23-24 (HH) was a
treat. Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen
on 5/5 Lake Kittamaqundi (LKKIT) M) &
5/31 Wilde Lake (WILLK) (1 ad.-HZ). Yel-
low-crowneds showed up in Allview
(ALLVW) 4/22 (1 ad-MZph,, ES) & at Or-
ange Grove, Patapsco Valley State Park
(ORGPV) 5/22 (SAr). A first year bird was
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seen 5/4 at Font Hill Wetland Pk (JTv) &
5/8 at CENPK (BB,PN). Great Blue Herons
did well. A single active nest was found at
RACRP—thanks to atlasing (JMa). The
herons at the wildlife end of LKKIT & at
nearby Vantage Point (VANPT) were un-

doubtedly undercounted because vegetation -

prevented some young from being seen
LKKIT had at least 6 nests and 11 young,
The original VANPT location in dead trees
was deserted, but a new site in live trees had
atlwst9n&sts&6voung(MCHZ)

“Tundra Swans moved north 3/11
Manahan Drive (MANHN) (12-BO) to 3/21
CENFK (53-BO), with a 3/17 peak of 95 at
Alpha Ridge Pk (JW) & 85 at UMDCF
(BO,JS,RCEH,HZ).

Duck migration was generally unre-
markable. The most Gadwalls were counted
on 3/15 with 10 at RACRP (SAr) & 1 at the
Daisy Rd Pond (SAr). A pair of Blue-
winged Teal on 4/27 at Rt. 108/Centennial
Lane were the last (MW). Two Northern
Shovelers were present on TRIRS 3/16
(EH) 10 4/6 (HH,RH). A m. Northern Pintail
was detected at VANPT 3/19 (HZ). Green-

winged Teal were last reported 4/26
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UMDCF (4-BOEH,JS). A m. Canvasback
lingered on DUKRS until 521 (JS). Ring-
necked Duck numbers were modest with a
high of 60 on 3/10 Union Chapel Rd (MW).
Long-tailed Ducks visited TRIRS from 3/16
(1-SArH) to 3/25 (4KT). Buffieheads & a
Common Goldeneye rewarded field trip par-
ticipants to TRIRS 3/16 (SAr+). A f Eurasian
Wigeon was reported 3/3 at Maple Dell Farm
on Daisy Rd (JSt MHa). It could not be relo-
cated after the initial sighting. Hooded Mer-

| gansers reached a peak of 17 on 3/22 at Wa-

rerford Farm (MW). A f with 5 ducklings at
RACRP 5/1 was just the second verified
county nesting & a welcome atlas record (JS).
The last 3 Common Mergansers were noted
4/9 on TRIRS (JSKT), after having reached a
seasonal high of 212 on 3/6 at Brighton Dam
(KS). Red-breasted Mergansers were reported
twice: 3/3 CENFXK (1-BO) & 3/15 LKELK (1
m-EH).

An Osprey appeared over CENFK 3/23
(MWr), the last of the season was at LKKIT
5/25 (SN). The TRIRS Bald Eagles nested
again. A few Northern Harriers were sighted
from 4/18 WILLK (1-CN) to 5/3 Alpha Ridge
Landfill (ALRGL) (2-RC). Atlas observers
were alert to possible breeding Cooper’s
Hawks. Nesting was noted in Font Hill (GA)
and Hammond Village (JS). Courtship flights
were observed in three other locations. This
large accipiter is increasing in the Piedmont
and is showing a willingness to live close to
people. The earliest Broad-winged Hawks
were on 4/17: 40 over Johns Hopkins APL
(JHAPL) (JWi) & 1 at Woodstock, PVSP
(J&TDC). Two Peregrine Falcons were re-
ported: 3/22 Emmaus Rd (MW) & 4/4 at Rts
100/108 (EMe). An intriguing report was that
of a possible Mississippi Kite 4/11 over
JHAPL (DH). If accepted, it would be the

(Continued on page 2)

























