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A PRESIDENT’'S BELATED WELCOME
By KURT SCHWARZ

would like to welcome, belatedly,

all members to the Howard Bird
Club’s 30th Anniversary season. To
new members, I hope you will find
your membership fun and informa-
tive. To renewing members who have
braved the precipitous dues increase,
thank you for your continued sup-
port. The increase will allow us to
continue operating at the current
level of service, and to hopefully
maintain a stable dues structure for
years to come.

The State level of the Maryland
Ornithological Society (MOS) is
addressing some of the difficult issues
that have arisen over the past year,
such as its benefit to the local
chapters and sanctuaries. The retreat
held on November 9th went a long
way toward addressing those
concerns. Meanwhile, the Howard
Chapter remains vibrant. Member-
ship in the 2001-2002 exceeded 300.
This year’s membership is well on the
way to approaching that number.
This is all thanks to your support.

You can help to keep the Howard
Chapter vigorous by volunteering
your time and skills. We have many
opportunities for volunteers at any
level of birding skill. So if you have
the time and inclination, let someone
on the Board know. In the meantime,
we have an immediate need for
someone to take custody of the
audio-visual equipment. This is not a
demanding task—you only have to
lug the gear to the monthly meetings.
The equipment to be lugged consists
of the slide projector, a small,
collapsible table, and a large storage
bin (note that the bin will not fit in
the trunk of some compact cars, such

as my Tercel!). You do not have to
worry about setting up the equip-
ment, many members are capable of
doing that. You only have to bring
the equipment. It’s a small, but vital
contribution to the Club’s operation.
If interested, please contact me.

Speaking of contact, my e-mail
address as published in the directory
is incorrect, through no fault on the
compiler. My provider played a trick
on me and the compiler! The correct
address is krschwal@comcast.net.
My home phone number is 410-461-
1643. My wife and I ask that you
not call later than 9 p.m., as we rise
early in the morning. There is an
answering machine for calls during
the workday.

Wishing you all a fun and bird-filled
30th Anniversary Season!

THANKS TO PAULA ECKER
FOR A JOB WELL DONE
By DAvVE HOLYOKE

You always know someone’s job
is tough when it takes two
people to replace them. With this
issue, Sue Probst and I take over the
graphic design and editing of the
newsletter. For the past five years,
Paula Ecker has excelled at both
jobs. Sue and I are quickly learning
how much effort Paula put into this,
without any complaints (I believe
Darius may have heard a complaint
or two about the publishing
software, but that doesn’t count).
The club owes her much gratitude.
Paula, please consider this article a
very big round of applause!


















