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SUMMARY OF THE
2003 HowaARD COUNTY FALL COUNT
By Mike MCCLURE AND CHUCK STIRRAT

he tenth annual Howard County
Fall Count was conducted on
September 20, 2003. In spite of what

was agreed by all to have been a very -

slow day of birding, 121 total species
were observed. Comparison totals for
the prior 9 years are as follows: high,
136 on 9/19/1998; low, 113 on
9/20/1997; average, 126 species. The
number of participants and parties
{49 and 30 respectively) showed a
slight variation from last year’s (58
and 33 respectively). The totals for
party miles and hours are shown on
the tally sheet. The participants
covered about 10% fewer hours and
20% fewer miles than were recorded
last year. This decrease is most likely
due to the passage on the preceding
Thursday of hurricane Isabel. The
total of individual birds tallied was
10,036, which sets a new low.
Compare this to prior years: high,
26,651 on 9/17/1994; previous low,
14,600 on 9/16/2000; and average,
18,803 birds. Finally, there were 26
fall warbler species identified com-
pared to prior years (high, 30; low,
18; average, 26 species).

Saturday’s temperature ranged from
the low 60’ to the high 80’. The
humidity was uncomfortable (dew
point: 56-72 degrees) thanks to the
remnant weather pattern of hurricane
Isabel. Most areas were extremely
wet due to the above normal rainfall
(11.25 inches for the year through
September 20, compared with 9.36
inches below normal for last year
through September 21). In short, it
was a miserable day in the field for
the counters, both because of the
weather and because the birds were
few and far between.

Ten years of data is, at best, a limited
database. But it’s still interesting to
look at some preliminary trends and
watch these trends as new data is
added with future counts. The data
has been reviewed from 1994
through 2003 for “total species,”
“total birds,” “total warbler species,”
and “total warblers.” The yearly

" trends (1994-2003) for total species

and total warbler species appear to be
declining, but at a very slow rate. The
yearly trend for total birds and total
warblers, however, appears to show a
clear decline. This is at least in agree-
ment with what most birders are
already seeing in the field regardless
of the day. These same four quantities
were reviewed by day during the
count window of September (15-21)
as well as by area (1-7). On average,
the birding appears to be slightly
better early in the count window and
in the eastern portion of the county.

The accompanying table presents the
count data. There were 19 species for
which there was only one bird sighted
countywide. There were 12 species
for which there were only two birds
sighted countywide. Species showing
moderately high numbers were:
Canada Goose, 720; European
Starling, 1,406; and Rock Pigeon,
855. Finally, for only the second time
during the fall count, Northern
Rough-winged Swallow was sighted.
That honor goes to counters in area 7.

Thanks to all participants and those
who acted as area coordinators for
the count: Stan Arnold, Randy
Beaton, Karan & Bill Blum (Area 4),

(Fall Count Summary continues on page 2.)
























