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AUTUMN BIRD RECORDS
AuGUST 1 To NovemBer 30, 2005
BY JOANNE SOLEM

utumn 2005 was an exciting

season for local birders, A Rufous
Hummingbird, the first definite county
record, headed this four month sea- -
son. Other highlights, for which there
were ten or fewer previous records,
were Surf Scoter, White-rumped
Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper,
Stilt Sandpiper, Sedge Wren, and
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow.
Normally notable species such as
Long-tailed Duck, Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron, Peregrine Falcon, Sora,
American Golden-Plover, Upland

Sandpiper, Orange-crowned Warbler, - -

and Dickcissel were forced to take
secondary billing. Four arrival dates
and five departure records were also
set. What an outstanding season!

As usual, a few Snow Geese appeared:
a white phase bird was spotted in
southern Howard County from 10/26
to 11/30 (MW) and a blue phase bird
was seen along Trotter Rd 11/13 (WE).
Except for Canada Geese, waterfowl
numbers were low. A flock of 19
Wood Ducks (mostly males) were at
West Friendship 10/20 (BO,EH,JS). A
male American Wigeon lingered at
Centennial from 9/9 (DH) to 11/20
(JW;TFe+). A Blue-winged Teal (f) was
spotted at University of Maryland
Central Farm (UMDCF) 8/31
(BO,EH,JS); Howard County Fall Count
(HCFC) tallied four on 9/17; and one
(f) was present at Centennial 11/21
(ITv). Early arrival dates were set by a
Green-winged Teal (f) 8/24
Triadelphia (EH,JS) and a Redhead (m)
10/18 Centennial (JTv), Four Surf
Scoters (one f) rested on Lake
Elkhorn 10729, the tenth county
record (JBI). One or two Long-tailed

Ducks were reported on Triadelphia
from 11/17 to 11/23 (EH;BHi;JS). The
Common Loon spotted over west
Columbia 9/17 was the second earli-
est ever (MWrKP). A Double-crested
Cormorant at Lake Elkhorn 11/19
tied the second latest date (JC+). An
immature Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron was at Alpha Ridge landfill
8/13 to 8/27 (RC). Two Black-crowned
Night-Herons (one ad.) at Wilde Lake
8/30 were the season’s last (BO,JS).

Hawk watching this season produced
modest numbers-of raptess. The most
consistent watching was at Centennial
with a total of 59.9 hours on 13 days
(MK). His highlights included
Northern Harrier 1, Osprey 19,
Broad-winged Hawk 721, Red-tailed
Hawk 16, Sharp-shinned Hawk 30,
Peregrine Falcon 3 (one on 9/11 was
the county’s second earliest), Merlin
1, and Bald Eagle 6 (MK). Two dozen
hawk watchers at Mt. Pleasant 10/29
spent a cold, windy four hours during
peak Red-tail migration and tallied
12. They also had 5 Sharp-shinned
Hawks, 1 N. Harrier, and 1 American
Kestrel (RG+). Brief skywatching on
November 1, 2, and 3 tallied 18
Red-tails over Underwood Rd (WE).
Four Merlins were reported between
9/24 and 10/15 (RGWE;MK;MW). The
third week of September is normally
the peak Broad-winged Hawk migra-
tion. On 9/22, 750+ were counted
between 10:30 and 10:45 a.m. at
UMDCEF (BO,EH,JS); on 9/24, 623
soared over Centennial in 4.75

hours (MK).

Two Soras, initially spotted 8/16 at

UMDCEF (80,JS), were seen on five
(Continued on page 2.)
























