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WINTER BIRD RECORDS
DecemBer 1, 2005 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2006

BY JOANNE SOLEM

y the last half of December,

winter had arrived. Temperatures
were cold enough to produce ice on
ponds and lakes; precipitation was -
normal. Although warmer than usual
January temperatures melted the ice,
open water did not result in large
numbers of waterfowl. The winter’s
single major snowstorm arrived in
mid-February. Fruit and mast crops
were good enabling some of the half-
hardy species to spend the winter. The
county’s first Rufous Hummingbird
stayed until late December; scattered
northern irruptives visited the county;
and a White-winged Scoter established
the ninth county record. Cackling
Goose, Ring-necked Pheasant, Lesser
Black-backed Gull, Black-capped
Chickadee, and Common Redpoll
were good finds.

Snow Geese were few with one white
phase 12/2 and 12/4 on Trotter Rd
(WE). A blue phase was at Fulton
12/27 (#S) and at Centennial 1/1 (BO+).
Five Cackling Geese were at Fulton
12/22 (HH) with two there 1/16 (EHn).
Howard County Midwinter Count
(HCMC) 2/4 produced two:
Centennial (KGrML) and A.E. Mullinix
Rd (DOLRR). Six Tundra Swans were
on Triadelphia Reservoir 12/9 (BHi).

The only winter Wood Ducks were
one male at Centennial 2/7 (SLg) and a
pair on the Patuxent River 2/22 (JSh).
HCMC 2/4 tallied four Gadwalls
(S&EAr; MW). The American Wigeon
high count was a mere 15 on Union
Chapel Rd 2/25 (JS). Northern Pintails
were present at Centennial for much
of the period from one 12/24 (SN; GA)
to a pair 2/26 (KS). Ring-necked

Ducks peaked at 80 on 12/30 at Cen-
tennial (EH). The male White-winged
Scoter that dropped in at Centennial
12/4 was the ninth county record
(RMu; EH,SPr). A male Long-tailed Duck
stayed at the same lake from 12/11
(KS; RMu; WE) until 12/20 (KS).
Although most waterfow] numbers
were woefully low, Common
Mergansers have increasingly lived up
to their name. As recently as 1/5/02,
the all-time high county count was
465 at Triadelphia (NM,RC). The last
two winters have seen consistent
counts of 1,000 or more at that
reservoir; surprisingly, the water level
does not seem to alter the numbers.
Ice, of course, does. This season’s high
was 1,200 on 1/17 (RR), almost equal-
ing the all-time high of 1200-1300 on
2/23/05 (IS).

Wild Turkeys continue to increase
countywide. Eight were counted in
Patapsco Valley SP southeast of
Sykesville on 2/4 (FL). A hen appeared
sporadically 1/9 to 1/17 for the
second consecutive January in a tiny
stream valley in eastern Howard
County (SB). Most astonishing were
reports of Ring-necked Pheasants seen
in the vicinity of Warfield’s Pond
Park, a female on 12/2 (BHi) and a
male on 1/5 (B&GHi;EGs).

Three Common Loons at Brighton Dam
2/10 were the only ones reported this
season (RB).

Ospreys took advantage of a relatively
mild winter by setting a new late

date for departure—12/25 at Brighton
Dam (EH,JS). Was the same bird

wandering in February when one was
(Continued on page 2.)
























