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AEFEUAL PICGNIC & SATURDAY, JUNGSE 12

Bring your family and joln the Howard birders for their mnnuel picnic to be
hgld ob Pob & Dudley Jackson's on Trotter Fosd, The plonic is e mbetitute for the
vegular Juns meeting; 4t will be held on Saturday, June 12-—rein or shine. Tide
i g & great outing for children as well as adults as there iz plenty of space to Zomm,
You aro Weloome to come any time after 4100 P.M, snéd discover what the Jackacnse have
clong their treils and on the banks of Cricket Pun., They mow niceo wide paths which
meke for easy wellklinge. Griils will be fumisghed; please bring your own focd, drini,
ubenzils and folding chairs or a blanket %o ait on. dSince vandels inzizt on destroyling
4he sign &b the drive %o thelr preperty Pat will try to have a temporary sigh up; you
oon eigo looate them by locking for their mailbox #6121 on the west gide of Trotler
Road~-thets drive is directly oppoeite the box, Most psople don't get arcund
cating #4111 after 6:00 P.M, and the group ususlly brecks up around duske. Fesl fTee
%o drop 1n even if you ogn’t stay for the whole evening, Weo'd especially like to
scourage those members to come who may have had conflicting responsibilities on cur
mesting nightas, babysitter problems, etc. You can gpend the whole evenlng sitting
:nd chatting or ¥irding, hiking end photography cen cacupy much of your time, For

‘ secdfio directions see map below. 4dvence reogervaiions are not needed.
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RARE BIRD ALERT

Would you like to be notified when s ware bl:d eppesvs in tho arsal In the

- dant fow wesks a Wnite-fronted Gooss alopped briefly at Patument Reseervaoh Rofuye

ot Hyo, 197 snd geveral unususl speciss of ztils put in an apjpesrance eb Sendy Point
Btate Parlt near dmapolis, Eome of ths menbers who knsw people in other chaplsrs wasre
advlsed of theso oddities but thors was ths nzgging question, who eoleo might like to
know? Io system of calling has been establlished nor a person nemed %o be Treapongibly
for this project but %o al leusgt obtein a lish of interssted birders for this chapler
give Jo Zolee a cell at 7255037, Belng on the list doesn't commlt you %o going 17
end vhen you are oslled,

CALENDAR
June 12, Seturday - Pianic -~ see pege 1

PLEASE NOTEs The Middle Patuxent wade which was tentatively planned for June 12 will
K21 be held then but will be reschedul od probably in July, Thoss who A gied-up for
this bike at the Mey meeting will be telcphoned tthen a date has been arranged, I2 you
did not etiend the mesting bui are interested in the wade call Cathy or Leroy
¥illiengon 730-0338,

dugaegb 15, gundey =~ little Creok & Bombey Hock, Delawaie = & lsader and deperture
tWme hoave not been determined. If intevested contact Ogthy or Leroy Williemeon oux
ficld trip cheirmen at 7500338 and they will let you know when final dekeinls have
becn erranged,

BOARD MEBETING

The dugust Board mesting will bs held on dugugt 26, Thursdsy at Mariy Chosten’s,
Her addregs i 10105 Windatzream Drive in Golumbie; phone is 7T30-=1527.

INERICGK
gur thanks to Rosemond Munro for another in her geries of "birdy" limeridks.

An ow} who, & lexioon doing,

Grew thirsty thiough ell his scoxuing;
He dewoured some pick-ups,
Developed the hiccoughs,

¥hdch ended ressavch on Who'e Hoolng.

BoOoK REVIEW
The Book of Qulg by lewis Wayne Wolker, Alfred 4. Knopf, New York, 1974, 12,50,

bgwls Welker, a lifglong neturolist with & conmuming interset in owls, has
produced 2 book describing the life histories of all of the owls of North Ameriosn.
Much of the materiel is from his own extenwlve obaervation; in a few cazes where he
hes had limited eXpericnce he utilizes the notes end materisl of others (with pervission
of oourse)o The book is interesting rending without being pompous or overly statiriiocsl.
Materlel 1g divided by chapler inmto individusl specles so if you choose to reaé cly
about Soregch Owls or Sew-whets you need not wade through the entire book. If life
nigtories or dlel do not inltersst you, any tird cdmiver will finéd the numerous photo-
grephs enterloining and ¢difying. Unless bixds of prey are e partiauler interest you
wuld probably think serlously aboul the advisibility of purchage but it ic well worth
a librery resexvs requesi,

Jo Solen
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The roionéific owvslutiocn of birds nest patismns ie not a slwple ong, » blrd'e

CEY oeh Ls the plece vhero he lays his epg.. This oan venge from a cimple screns on the
grovad o o move couplicsted cup nest placed in & bird-congbructed tunnel, The word
ploc g ugel beomuies the Hupewor Penguin holde 143 egg on its webbed feeb warked by
% ehdominel fold, Hurres lay thelr oggs on bave rodk ledges while nighthewks lay
Shedira on the forest floor or slop a flat gravel rcof, The Fairy Tern in the Peoiil~
laye itg ogg in the forked branches of a tres.

The alus in nest eite and construction are two fold: proteclion from predators
and lnclouent weatheres This ie all tho more importent aince the bird or mated pedr
sgb apend aboub 90 days each year in theo nest vicinity, Fow birde can move thelsr
eggc in the face of danger., Pileuted Woodpeokers and Y ellow=belliazd Saperuckers
ocoagicnally teke thelr egge away from a damsged cavity while nightheuks end othsy
Coprisulgide (mightjers) regularly roil theirs on the leafy forest floor o avoid
di gturbsincese.

The evolution of nests is not a clear stroightforward arrsngement; rather an
area where the blological drive is lces strong them it ia in other bird bohavior/
There 1 more flexibility. Birds in the zeme femily have different nssting technique:.
gnd oven & particuler specles may pest dfferently depending on the locele. The
thrushgs are an example of family idicsyncresios. The Hermit Thrueh prafers the
ground, the Eastern Blueblrd trese holes and the Robin tree crotchas. The ubiguitous
I'ouse Sparrow nNestns in a cavity or builds a domod Rost in humid areas, but vhers it
ig dry will bulld a cup nest out of most enything ond poszition 1t on outer tree
braushea,

Blzrdo adapt to thelr onvironment and competiiion for nest sites forces them o
use dfferent places and build mitablo nesbs for thess chosen sites, Becmise wmiles
typea of nests arg used by meny differing speciesz and closgely related birde build

d esimiler neats, orderly claseification 1s impossible, There is, however, a pxobabie
gvoluticnary pattern %o nesbs, procesding from the simplest to the more complex, sznd
largely influenced by the evolulion of the possession of a bedy tempereture disiinct
Zron the alr pempernture. Originally birds mist have buried thelr eggs as reptilas
do in slightly warm earth., Then as they became mors wammblooded, some species
hastened the incubation time by uging heat from their bodies, This meant witing

for leng periods on the eggs and hence different spscles sought out more protsoted,
lezs vwilnereblo nest sltee. Some used caves or pirotected ground areas, others used
shaubs, vine thickete and trees to avcid the dangers of predatore sad bad weathsr.

The sgtounding variation gidd adeptobility to the sxisting hablitals L2 exemplified
in the following liet which typifies the ten steps im nest evolution.

1) The Sorspe, & slight depression in the ground or leaf litter. Shorebirds, Terng
end ¥ ghihawks are some of the birds uglng scrapes in open adtuatlons,
2; & Sorspe in s burrow such as used by a Kingfisher or by Petrels.
Lavity ngsts excavated by such birds as Woodpeckers——provides good protection,
contadng very little nesting material
4) Pletform negts on ground oxr in trees built by Commorants, Heronas, Hawks or Doves.
5) Platform nests in ghallow wataer - Grebes
€) Stratsnt Neatg ~ cup nest whose rim gtande upright with support mainly from below-
Robinz snd msny other passerines (perching birds),
#Adhorant nests - esuch es Phoobes and gome swallows uslng mad plaster thelr necin
@ a gholtered vertliom! mirface. Chimnay Swlfie ucing thelr szlive glue thelr
cup ngste of twigs to the inner verticsl mrfsoe of a chimney or holdow irec
brolzer off et the top.
8) Penpils nests - mgpended by the rims from a fork in e tres branch., Viiess.
9} Pendulous nosbs - woven bags holding oup nests that dangle from the tips of
orenches - Oricles,
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Belov w1 wiil find o mabohing quiz based on the 10 types of nests just described.
Mogor CrTecs rusber Trom the list on the right with the neme of the bizd on the

- ofb. .+ ag ofien as you feel necsssary-—gome may not bs uged &% all, 4An affort ho-
Pest . g to ohoose Nests of birds vhich ave found in Howard County. How mapy can you
o vatheub locking badk to the previous page?! Mor answers see botiom of puge.

A o iendng Dove 1., Screpe
_2. xeshers Phoebe 2, §crape in hurrow

3 PBsd-gyed Tireo %o Cavity nests-no interior cup
i’:e Bei vod Kingfi gher 4, Platform nesh on ground or ir wro.
Do Rsdephouldsred Hawk 5 Platform nest in shallow wabaes

__ 6. Horihemn (Belt.) Oriole 6, Stratent nest

7o CarolinTh Ohickadse 7o Adherent nest

8. aife Suallow 8. Pensile nest

3. Killdeer S. Pendulous nest

..40¢ Enstern Blughbixd 10, Oup nest in cavities or urrows
- ﬂ’l le Woodoock

32, Gommon Fiicker

___13, doediezn Flycotcher
14, Sorssch Owl
A5, Blue-gray Gaatomtcher

G'S OCONSERVATION  CORNER

birders and nature enthuglasts who will be traveling this summer 414 might be worth
< while to send for the 1975-=76 Nature Guide published by the Tahoma Audubon Socieby
tioh lists people by states along with thelr gddresssam end phone numbers so that they
s be oontached prior to your trip, Most of those peopde list birds as their interest
tut perticulariy in the West where this gulde 1s stiongeat there are thoss who can pro-
vide adviog on Trees, ¥ild Flowers, Butterflies and a number of other %opics. For $1,30
it conteina much helpful infomation. Write to NATURE GUIDE, 34915 -bth Ave., oo,
Foderpl Way, Washington 96002 for your copy. POSTAGE 1s included.

If you have & renson to bg in downtown D.C. during June try to catch the photography
exitibit st the Museum of Natursl History, sscond floor, rotunda entitled " mthel Floyd,
Birder and Photographer. The prints number 40-50, are in color end are on display
thzrough Jung 30,

SCREECH O0¥WL FAMILI

Members of the club were recently invited by a Columbis Hillas resident to sss a
family of Screech Owls which hed besn roosiing in a couple of large meple trses for
gzverel days. This proved to be another gocd reason for a rare bird alert, Ve tried
enlling a number of members; if you weren’t contacted and are interested in weosing the
birde there is still a chence that they ars in the vicinity. Call Jcanne Moroney
7500076, The Moroneys wore exoited by the entiusiestic response of thoge birders who
turned out %0 cee the four downy young oitting shoulder to shoulder on a branch and the
o edul ¢g roosting in the tres. 4t dusk all membors of the owl family flew around the
2 and the adulis were kopt busy picking up worms and insects from the lawn ¢ o feed

the greedy young,
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