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MAY COUNT IS SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1985 -~ Paul Zucker

Bvery yesr since 1948 members and friends of the Maryland Ornithologicel Society
have conducted an annual May count, No other state can equal this record of epring .
‘migration counts taken on & single day .each year, The results of this group effort - .
‘are compiled and published in Maryland Birdlife. ‘ R A

- 4All members of the Howard Gounty Chapter and interested friends are invited to:. .~
participate, Thia is an excellent opportunity to get to know other chapter members at
the optional tally rally at the end of the day, Inexperienced birders are encouraged
to participate; the compiler will try to team them with more experienced birders.
(Personally, I have learned an immense smount about birding from going out on counts
like this in a amsll group with more experienced colleagues,) Perticipation is also
sought from people who will watch their feeders, It is not necessary to spend the on~
tire day ocounting (although many people do)--part-day participation is also oncouragod. .

The campilor for the Howard County May Count is

Paul A, Zucker .

14104 Castle Blvd., &pt. 403
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Telephone 890-6521

The arsas to be birded and the groupings of observers into psrties will'be assigned .
by the compiler although, whenever poaaiblo,~reQue-ta will be honored, There are many ' '
parts of the sounty which are yet to be covered, It is necessary for all pnrticiplnta S

" (including fooder watchers) to contaot the conpiler during the two uceks prior to thq o
oount. : S

Due to the vqry oarly deadlino fcr the compilor's report let by the atate argani-
zation, ALL tally sheets must be completed and turned in to the compiler at tho tally ¢
rally following the count. All participsnts are strongly urged to sttend the tally. rally o
‘but, 1f you are unable to attend, please arrange for someons to bring in your oonplctod :
tally sheet or arrange with the compiler to phone in results, 4 copy of the official .

- tally shest is enclosed, All results must be reported on this sheet; both sides must
be oompletod. All verification of unusual sightings should be turnod in uith the tally

C -sheet,

',‘area. émne birdora Vlll scout” ‘the area a fau days or a veek in advance, . .

’ SPEOIFIO nmussrs AND axms

The following ﬂpcciflo requests end hinta are offerod in an offort to stroanlino |
the May Count organization. Your oooporation and . mggoations are appreeiated. Y

1. Before starting it ia a good 1dea to develop a strategy for. cOVsring thc asgignedw

'.ob
~~ person in each party should be designated as the record keeper. He should start hv
"~ . listing the namoa, addresses and phone nuubera of all psrticipnnts 1n his party. :

2, On the count day start as early as poasible. Picnio lunchos are a. good 1dot.




3, Wben you enter your assigned area, please record STARTING ODOMETER
and STARTING TIME . .

z b It 18 necessary to keep track of party-hours and party-miles separately for tima Lt
epent in the car, on foot, or with other means of transportation. Observers within: - . .
talking or shouting distence of each other are one party, Thuas, if a party of three o
people spends an hour together on foot, then one party-hour snould be notated, L IP, e
however, one party member is separated from the others for half of thet hour, thenf a
total of one and a half party-hours should be tallied, I find it easiest to keep track =
of the hours spent on foot by making & notation to the nearest quarter hour eaeh time I
got back into the car, . S

5 It is also important to keep track of time off. Time spent on lunch or on:travel
outside the assigned area is time off, (Such time and mileage are excluded from -the ==
reported totals,) Mileage outside the sssigned area (odometer readings) also needs to
be tallied, : : ‘ R

6, OCount all birds, Large flocks can be estimated (don't be timid--most peeple'qnder-
 estimate), MAlthough undue offort should not be spent chasing after common birds, it is
inportant to count all birds seen. Don't ignore House Sparrows and Buropean: Gtarlinga.‘

Te For keeping notes in the field, I like to use a notebook. Final totale, timee-and;n
miles are then transcribed to the tally sheet which is enclosed, When I sse a few birds
of a species, I record it using hash marks (™)., When I see a large flock, I write the
total number and then oircle it, It is a good idea to have extra paper along for meking -
notes about unusual sightings, If something unusual is seen, it is useful to make the
appropriate notes on the spot. (&8ss the section below entitled UNUSUAL SIGhTINGS for
procedures and species to be documented.) .

-

- 8. When you leave your assigned area pleass record FINAL GDOMETZR L .

9« Party~hours by car can be figured by subtracting the total hours on foot (or by -
other means of trangportation) from the total elapsed time. If the party split up at
" various times, more detailed records are needed as indicated under 4. above. Party-milee
-on foot can be estimated using an average epeed tfor birders of one mile per hour, - ‘

10, 1If you sea birds outside of your aseigned area, please meke notes on a separate o
sheet of paper., This information should not be added to your tally ut ehould be given
to the person responeible for the ares where the birds were gseen,

,11. At the end of the day, please fill out both sides of the otficial tally sheet and :
give it to tne compiler, 4Also, please indicate the assigned area eand attach deecriptione ‘
of unusual sightings, 4ll tally sheets must be received by the compiler the evening of

' the count in order to be counted,

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS

4All unusual sightings need to be documented, Such documentation should include

Name of person meking the identification,

Nemes of all others who saw the bird,

- When and where the bird was seen,
How far away the bird was (approximetely),

What the lighting conditions were,

-What the bird was doing and how long it was observed,

What field marks and coloration were observed,

Any other information pertaining to the decision of

the species of the bird in question,



UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS (continuod)

The following species are unusual for Howard Gounty May Counts and nsed to bo
dooumented, First, all species not on the official check list (enclosed in this - - L
msiling) are considered unusual., Second, all the following species which have been .
seen on three or fewer Howard Gounty May Counts in the last 10 years are eonsiderod JL;.
unulunl lnd ehould be documonteda , s

Horned Grobe, Piod-b1lled Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Gettle Bgret, Black or |
" Yellow-orowned Night Heron, American Bittemrn, American Blnok Duck, Gadwall, Greoﬂ- P
winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, G-nv:sblck Grontcrg
- -or Lesser Scaup,  Bufflehead, Ruddy Duck, Common Merganser, Red-breasted Morganser, R
Cooper's Hawk, Merlin, Wild Turkey, Gora, American Goot, Wilson's Phalarope, Short
or long~billed Dowitcher, Sanderling, Semipalmated sandpipor, White-rumped Sandpiper,
Pectoral Sandpiper, Herring Gull, Bonaparte's Gull, Black-billed Cuckoo, Gommoh Sersech
Owl, Chuck-will's-widow, Common nghthawk Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow=bellied’ $ap-
sucker, Willow Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Black-capped -
Chickades, Brown Gresper, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren, $wainson's Thrush, Gray-cheeked
Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Water Pipit, Loggerhead §hrike, Philadelphia Vireo,
Bly-broasted Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, Canada Warbler, Rusty .
. Blackbird, Summer Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Dickoissel, American Tres &parrow, Lincoln's
Sparrow and any other species you suapect may never havo boen seen on the Howard
Oounty May Count, - :

MAY  GOUNT TALLY FORUIOK TO P& HELD AT DON & JAN RANDLE'S

Although it is not necessary to attend the tally in order to participato in th. S
May Gount, many birders find that the get-together in the evening is & plemsant: o
satisfying way to end one of the best birding days of the year, It provides dndqx-‘ L
cellent opportunity to share your best sightings, find out what others saw, ' 'and per-
heps relate the trill of seeing some species for the very first time, Anyono who S
participates in the Count is welcome at the tally (including feeder watchers), Call ~
Jan Randle, 551-6296, to let her know the number coming and your choice of food to .
share, QGounters begin gatharing any time after 5150 pem.; dinner usually begine =~
between 6150-7:00 p.m, : : o C

. If you are unable to attend the tally, arrange to drop off your results at the
tally or arrange with Paul to phone results to him either at the tally or later im
the evening at home. This will enable him to meet the state deadline with his com-
pilation, #4ll participants will receive a copy of the results and highlighta;ﬁ B

A map to aid you in locatlng the Rendle's is printed on the reverae side of "
»this aheot. , -
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The drawing of the Gommon Blue Violet on the front advertising_thé wiidfléﬁer
workshop is the work of Grazina McGlure. : K L S
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PART-TIME MOS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY POSITION OPEN - Martha Ghestem

, I hope the Howard County Chapter has a big representation at the MOS State -

. Convention May 15-15, We did well last year, M#s our chapter continues to grow
in numbers and enthusiaam, we can do & lot toward msking the convention even .-
more fun and more successful than it already is. 1

An important business matter to be accomplished at this annual avent is the -
elaction of officers, This year I have been nominated as President for the - -
coming year., Some of you may not know that one of the duties of the President
i8s to select an Bxecutive Secretary, This is a paid position and, of course,
is & part-time position with most of the work being done at home, (It does
require attending a couple of Saturday meetings during the year,) It helps a = .
lot if the President and Secretary live in the same part of the state (in faot,
it is almost a "must") which is why I'm hoping there might be someone with tha
necessary qualificetions and desire within our chapter here in Howard County.

I'd like to hear from anyone interested in taking on these duties and will be -

happy to explain what is expected and the salary, An ability to type is about - -
- the only special skill required (the Society has a great IBM that will be loaned f“a.
to the Secretary). Gall me, Martha Chestem, at 750-1527, for further detaile, - '



 SPRING
WILDFLOWER
~ WORK SHOP

| . SATURDAY, APRIL 30 '83
HOWARD co LIBRARY COLUMBIA.MD -+ 9:15am ~4: 45m

INJOY s dny with tho asrius wildﬂovmc FIILD TRIPS, SLIm SHOUS. DISPIAYS.V Activitlu
rain or shine, You may bring lunch or eat nsarby at the Mall, Complimentary coffee, -
cider and cookies available at the meeting room, NO ADMISSION CHARGE--COME !‘OR ALI- DAY -
OR DROP IN AND OUT AS YOU WISH.

~ KING'S CONTRIVANCE, LITTLE PATUXENT FLOODPLAIN 9:30-11:130 a.n. Leader: Eva Sumll
BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO WILDFLOWERS 11:00 q;.a. by Jo Solen. Lihnry Hnting Rcou

VA

N SAVAGE MILL TRAIL AND SAVAGE PARK 9145 a,m,-3100 p.m. Bring lunch and bovongo. an
Leaderss Bob Salem and Bill Eckert. Below confluence of Little and Middle Patuxent =

\—'  Rivers at the Fall Line, Upland. Interesting mix of plants, Bill Eckert (Howard Co,

v Parks and Recreation) will have brochures and will talk about the historic aspects of

the mill town visible along the trall and the Bollman Truss Bridge at the entrance,

~I BEGINNER'S TRIP, BRARBURN AREA OF MIDDLE PATUXENT RIVER 1:15-3:30 p.n. Leaders Jo Sclem -
+ =~ DANIELS AREA OF PATAPSCO STATE PARK 1:30-4100 p.n. Leader: Chuck Dupres, Steep,

north facing slope with Dutchman's Breeches, Trailing Arbutus and unusual tom. L
Wide flat path, Good birding too! :

~ JEHELS IN YOUR GARDEN" 1345 p.m, Litrary Meeting Rool. Plantings to attra.ct vndllfo.
Slides lent by Prince George's Audubon Society, :

=] GARDENING TO ATTRACT WILDLIFE About 3:00-“!15 P.m. (Thias field trip follmll th‘ Slidi
shov above), Visit Alice Grant's garden in Columbia, & National Wildlife Federation
* Backyard lhbiut which has been featured in a national magasine, v

N\l "SPRINGTIME IN NOWARD COUNTY" 3345 p.m. by Elise Seay, Slide show of Howard Oounty o
Spl.‘ins scom. Photogruphy by Howard Co, MOS members, Libnry Nnting Roon, ‘ o

L 3K BK K X J

 The Howard County chspur Bookstore will be at the vorknhop uith a good soloction of
. natural history materials attractively priced. Also an opportunity to buy T—SHIR'!S
ln& MTSHIRTS with the GOLDFINCH logo. Other wildflower 1tm will be futurod

This activity is sponsored by. the Howard County Bird Club,.a.chapter of thn Nlryhnd :
Ornithological Socisty, For information call Marty Chestem -730-1527 / Jo Solen ~725-5037

REMEMBER: ' This vorlmhop is for everyone,,.Come undkins the family and a f.l f:lonh.



Center
Additional parking st The Golumbis Mg_ll.' :

Howeard County Ohaptér MOS
10617 Graeloch Rd.
Laurel, MD 20707

SPRING WILDPLOWER WORKSHOP
 SATURDAY, APRIL 50, 1983

 MAY GQUNT o
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1983

Columbia Town



