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MAY GOUNT IS SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1984 -~ Peul Zucker

" Bvery year eihce 1948 nembers an@ friends of tho Merylend érnithological Society
hlVo conducted an annual Max count. No other state ¢én equal this record of spring
migration counts taken on a single day each year., The témults of this group effort
are compiled and published in Meryland Birdlife.

" Al members of thq Houard Gounty Ghapter and ifterested frienda are invited to
participate, This ig an excellent opporiuntﬁy to get t6 kinow &thef chapter members et
the optional tally rally at the end of the day, Inexpstiendsd bifders sre encouraged -
to participate; the compiler will try to teéem them with mof'é éxperienced birders.
(Personally, I have learned ‘an immense smount about birdihg f#om gélkig out on counts
like this in a smell group with more eXperienee& doiloaguﬁsu) Pirticipation is also
sought from people who will watch their feeders, It 1s fiot netessary to spend the en-
tire day counting (elthough many people do)==part-dsy paiticiphtion is also encouraged

The compiler for the Howard County May Oount is

_ Psul A, Zucker

14104 Gastle Blvd., Apt, 405
. silver” Spring, MU 2004 ~
L Telephone 890-6521

The areas to be birded and the groupings of abservers into parties will be agsigned
by the compiler although, whenever possible, requests will beé horioféd, There are many
parts of the county which.sre yet to be covered. It is negdssery for all participants
(including feeder wetcbere) to. conteot the. compiler during the two weeks prior to the -
counte : e Wt ; » -

Due to the very. eerly deadljne for the.compiler's feport set by the state organi-
zation, ALL tally sheets. must be completed/and turned in to tha compiler at the tally"
relly following the count. All, perticipents«ere strongly urged to attend the tally relly,
t, if you are unable to attend, please arrange for someotié Lo bring in your completed
tally sheet or arrange with the compller to phone in tesmults; 4 copy of the official
tally sheet is enclosed, 4ll results must be reportsd on thi& sheet; both sides must
be completed., All verification of unusual sightings should bé turned in with the tally
sheet, i . . , ,

SPEOIFIC REJUESTS AND HINTS

The following specific, requests and hlnte are offerad in & sffort to streamllne
the May Gount organization, Your cooperetzon and suggdstiotis are appreciated.

1, Before sterting it is a good 1dee to develop & strategy for covering the mssigned
area, Some birders will "scout the area a fow days of a week in advance,

2, On the count day start as early as po'asibla.’ Picnic lu‘ﬁ*ohos are a good idea, Onme
person in each perty should be designated as the record keepsr., He should start by
listing the names, addresses and phone numbers of all participants in his party,




5« When you enter your assigned area, please record SITARTING ODOMETER
and STARTING TIME ' ( .

4, It is necessary to kaqp track of party-hours and party-miles separately for time
spent in the car, on foot, or with other means of transportation., Observers within
talking or shouting distance of each other are one party, Thus, if a party of threa
people spends an hour together on. foot, then one party~hour snould be notated, 1f,
however, one party member is separsted from the others for half of that hour, then 'a
total of one and a, hglf party-hours should be tallied, I find it essiest to keep track
of the hours spent on fodt by making a notation to the nearast quarter hour. each time I
get back into the car, , , '

5. . It 18 also important to keep track of time off, Time spent on lunch or on travel
outside the essigned area is time off, (Such time and mileage are excluded from the
reported totals,) Mileasge outside the assigned ares (odometer readings) elso needs to
be tallied, ' ‘ B

6. Count all birds, Large flocks can be estimated (don't be timid--most people under-~
estimate), Although undue effort should not be spent chasing after common birds, it is
importent to count all birds seen. ‘Bon't ignore House Sparrows and Buropean Starlings,

7o For keeping notes in the fiald ‘I like to use a notebooks Finel totals, times and
miles are then trangecribed to the tally sheet which is enclosed, When I see a few birds
of a species, I record it using hash marks (¥l), When I see a large flock, I write the
total number and then circle it, It is & good idea to have extra peper along for making
notes about unusual sightings. If something unusual is séen, it is useful to make the
appropriate notes on the spot. (See the section below entitled UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS for
procedures and species to be documented,)

8. When you leave your assigned area please record FINAL ODOMEPER : .
9. Party-hours by car can be figured by subtraoting tha total hours on foot (or by
other means of transportation) from the total elapsed time. If the party split up at
various times, more detailed records are needed as indiceted under 4, abtove. Party-miles
on foot can be estimated‘usingvan averege spaed tor birders of one mile per hour.

10, If you see irds outside of: your assigned srea, please meke notes on a separate
sheet of paper. This information should not be added to your tally but should be given
to the paerson responsible for the areas where the birds were seen.

11, At the end of the day, please fill out both sides of the otficial tally sheet and
give it to tne compiler., Also, please indicate the assigned area end attach descriptions
of unusual sightings, All tally sheets must be received by the compiler the eVening of
the count in order to be counted,

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS

All unusual sightings need to be documented, Such documentetion should include

Name of person meking the identification,
Nemes of all others who saw the bird,
When and where the bird was sesn,

. How far away the bird was (spproximetely),
What the lighting conditions wers,

_ What the bird wes doing and how long it was observed,

" What field marks and coloration ware observed,
Any other information pertaining to the decision of

the species of the bird in question.

o
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State-wids May Count, May_£19._"£ TOTALS

Laon,Comman & Sandpiper,Solitary \ Crow,Am. 426 ovenbird llg

Grebe,Pied-bill Spotted . Fish 33 Waterthrush,North,
Horned Turnstone,Ruddy Raven,Common Louis{ana

orant,D'bla~c.___- Sanderling Chicksdee,B8lke.=cap.__2 Warbler,Kentucky 2.0

gittern,American____[ Sendpiper,Semipalm._____ Cerolins E Yallowthroat,Com, 300 300

~ Least Western_ Titmouse,Tuf tad Js& Warbler,Hooded |

Heron,Grt.8lus 4 = Least . "3 Nuthatch,Red-brst’d,___  Wilson's_

Egret,Creat Pectoral \ White-brst'd, ¢§ Canads 3
Snowy Dunlin . Brown~hdaded ' Chat,Yollowﬁbrst'd. 22
Cattle Dowitcher,Shaort=bill, _ _ Creeper,Brown {_ Tanager,Summer,

Heron,Cresn-backad 1 Snipe,Common 8 Wren,Carolinsa Scarlet . 42
Blk.Crun.Night Woodcock,American Houss Cardinsl,North. 435
Yel.CrengNight_____ Gull,Laughing ‘ -Marsh . Grosbesak,Rose~brst' d._?E

fbis,Clossy : Bonaparte's_ Kinglat.ﬂuby-crnun [Q Blus 4

Swan,Tundra: ) Ring-bnlad 1 Bluebird,Eastern {oo Bunting,Indigo [74)
Ruts ' Herring ‘ Vesry _34 Towhes,Ruf.=side. 148

Goose,Canada is Grt.8lack=back._______ Thrush,Swainson'’s 4 Sparrow,Chipping \ 5

Duck,Wood |2, Tern,Caspian © Hermit Field

Teel ,Gresn-wing Comman e Wood é Vesper, 2z

Ouck,Am.81ack Forster's ’ Robig oAme e : Savannah 34

Mallard 203  Least Catbird,Gray £29 Crasshopper 9

Pintail,Northern Dovs,Rock 740 Mockingbird,N. 14 E, Song 2 ;‘_{_

Teal,Blus-winged ] Mourning 3] Thrasher,Brown 2 Swamp

Cadwall Cuckoo,Blke=bill,___ ! Pipit,Water W.=thrt'd, S 8%

Duck,Ring-necked - | Yallow=billed | Waxwing,Cedar______ 1Y [k W.crowned )

Scaup,lesser Owl,Common Bsrn , Starling,Eur,. . bgﬁ Junco.DE(Slate-color) Z

Sufflshead Z Eastern Screech Vireo,White~-eysd 17| Blackbird,Redwing gog
ﬂ'rgansor,nooded Creat Horned "~~*~ | Solitary % Meadowlark,East,

Jomman ~ Barred 10 Yellow=thrt'd, Q6 Blackbird,Rusty
“Red-breasted Nighthawk,Common Warbling I Grackle,Com. $73
Duck,Ruddy | Chuck-will's-widow Rad-ayed 60 Cowbird,Br.<hd, 137
Yulturse,Slack i3 whip-poor-will Z Warbler,Blus-winged_37 Oriole,Orshard- S

Turkey IS Swift,Chimney ZOZ Golden-winged 3 Ne(Baltimore) 41.
Dspray S5~ Hummingbird,Ruby=t, 33 - Tennesses 1 Finch,Purplse g_
Eagle,Bald__(Ad)__(im.)}Kingfisher,Belted ___ 23  Nashville 2. House i [0

3“‘“I

Harrlor.Northnrn 3 Woodpecker,Red-hesad,___{ Parula,Northern 2 Siskin.Pina
Hawk,Sharp-shinned 3 Red-bsllised /{43 Warbler,Yellow 177 Goldfinch,Am, 458

Cooper's Sapsucker,Yel.-bal. Chestnut-sidsd___2& Grosbeak,Evening )
Red=shouldered Z Woodpecker ,Downy 1{ Magnolia |7 Sparrow,House 2 2
Broad-winged, 13 Hairy Cape May 2
‘Red=tailed 2; Flickur.N.(YeI.-s.) Blke=thrt'd.8lus_3¥ **eMany write-ins should
Kestrsel,Am, § Woodpecksr,Pileated l Yel,Rump(Myrtle) s’i% have writtsn details®®~
Pheasant AN 30 Wood Pewse,Eest, [0 Blk.,~thrt'd,Creen_JO g ecin
Grouse,Ruffed Flycatcher,least___ | Blackburnian_______ 7
Turkey,Wild Acadian 3 Yal.-throated % Cem(o.am Wavbhle,
Sobwhite,North,__ AL AL Phoebe,Eastarn $3 Pine F“ SP cw !
Rail,Clapper Flycatchér,Ct.Crst'd. § Prairie mu v mrraw
King Kingbird,E. 106 Palm 75 o
Virginia Lark,Horned 3 Bay-breasted j
Sora : Martin,Purple 37 Blackpoll 2. Fl«so: HADEAD
Moorhen,Commcn Swallow,Trse 14} Black+wWhite W3 Brewsiter's Warhler |
Coot,American . Rough-wing el Redstsrt,Am, §o
Plover,Blk,.=~bel, Bank S} Warbler,Prothonotary_ -

N Semipaln, 5 c1rifr 10 Worm-sating 6 Total 5pgc139 A 4
Ki’ eesr Barn 349 plus | H» T DR
Yelrowlegs,Gt.__ 2 2 Jay,B8lue 302, To ﬁl(

Losaes y tal Individuals / D‘l

JLS 2/34



1984 HOWARD COUNTY MAY GOUNT SUMMARY - PAUL ZUGKER

The 1984 Howard Oounty May Count was conducted from 3300 a.m. to 8330 p.m. on
May 5, 1984, There were 59 participants spending a total of 140 party hours on foot
end 21 party hours in cers. A total of 120 party miles were covered by foot and 516 ‘
by car, All of these totals were higher this year than on any Howard Oounty May Count
in the last eleven years (for which I have records), The Weather was besutiful with
temperatures ranging from about 55°in the morning to near 70°in the afternoon, There
was a slight breeze and some clouds. ‘

; The unusual species seen on this count are listed below along with the name of
the party leader (these are species seen three times or fewer in the previous ten
counts)s Oattle Hgret (6801.3, Amoerican Bittern (Sclem), Blue-winged Teal (Wallace),
Aperican Wigeon (Wallace), Ring-necked Duck (Einem), Bufflehead (Wallace), Ruddy Duck
(McCGlure), Pectoral Sandpiper (Robbins), Red-headed Woodpecker (Wallace), Black-cepped
Ohickadee (McClurs), Brown Oreeper (Hirt), Bay-breasted Warbler (Chestem, MoClure),
Wilson's Warbler (Robbins, Ludwig), Rusty Blackbird (ludwig, McClure), and Lincoln's
Sparrov (Holmes). In &ddition, the hybtrid Brewster's Warbler was seen (Chestem).

Many high records were sst (compared to the last ten years): Turkey Vulture,
Red-tailed Hawk, Killdeer, Lesser Yellowlegs, Rock Dove, Chimney Gwift, Belted King-
fisher, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecksr, Eastern Kingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Bank
gwallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Fish Crow, Gray Oatbird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Black-
and-white Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler,
Chestnut-sided Warbler, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, Bobolink,
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Houss Finch, and Grasshopper 8parrow, The underlined species
had over 50% more individuals seen this year than the highest of the last ten years,

A total of 154 species plus one recognized hybrid (Brewster's Warbler) were seen,
Approximately 14,500 individual-birds wers seen. This ties the species total for 1977
which is the highest for the Howard County May Count.

Thanks go to all the participants, who turned out in record numbers: Jimmy and
Robert Bogdan, Jon B. and Jon K, Boone, Monika Botsai, Joe Byrnes, Martha Chestem,
Bileen and John Clegg, John Ditomasso, Florence Donahoo, Gbuck Dupree, Georgia Hacker, -
Virginia Edwards, Jerry Einem, Jane Farrell, Ralph Geuder, Richard Giarnuala, Kathy
Glackin, Sandy Goolsby, Alice Grant, Ken Hart, Kevin Heffernan, Pat Hirt, David Holmes,
Rick and Sue Hudson, Mary Janetatos, Terry Kretz,Mike Leumas, Spud loomis, Ohris ludwig,
Brigette lund, Bill Marquis, Grazina and Mike McClure, linda McDaniel, Maryjane Mulligan,
Rossmond Munro, Fran Nahrgang, Bea Newkirk, Ralph Nichols, Dave Pardos, Don and Janet
Randle, Dorothy Rsuth, Chan and Eleanor Robbins, Carol Rykaczewaki, Jo Solem, Ohuck and
ldnda Stirrat, Mark Wallace, Charles Williams, Alexgndra, Cathy, Leroy and Thea Wil-
lismson, and Paul Zucker (compiler), o

Howard County Chepter MOS -
10617 Graeloch Rd,
Laurel, MD 20707

May Oount Rosults ,, A
1584 o

Tied 1977 Record




