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MEMBERSHIP YAAR BGINS SZPTA4BZR 1 ~- PLZASE MAIL DUZS PROMPTLY

Our membership year runs from September 1, 1984-August 51, 1985, Membership
feas are now due., Flease complete ALL of the attached membership blank and return
it to the treasurer: Donald Randle, 6424 Lochridge Rd., Columbia, ND 21044, or
bring it with you to the September 13th meeting, MNembership entitles you to
quarterly issues of the state magazine, trhe state newsletter, as well es the Howard
chapter newsletter, You are also eligible to participate in & full schedule of
programs, field trips, workshops, and specicl events,

: ol
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LATTER FROM THZ CHAPTIR PRESIDANT

Through the tireless efforts of our previous club presidents and many dedicated |
volunteers, our club membership has shown a very significant growth over the past
few years until We are now approaching 500 members, The times have changed from
when it was difficult to find enough peopie to take on the necessary jobs of the
club to the current challenge of providing enough opportunities to match the eager-
ness of members who want & share in helping us accomplish our reasons for being.

There are three major araas of the club's astivities which have each been the

- BiFE LT T TV Hdrrr—mowbirky—p ropnoms;—~Liobd L rips, and consar~ . _
vation. The chairpersons for each of these activities have indicated a willingness
to be assisted by other individuals; therefore, we would like to recruit willing
people to work on these committees, The program and field trip committees are
responsible for identifying speakers or othner iypes of progrew ideas for our
monthly meetings and planning field trips as well as making arrangements for these
events. The demands upon your time should not be tremeadous, but your ideas and
assistence would help us all,

The consarvation concerns facing us at the county, state, and national level
are varied and often critical, The Patuxent and Patapsco Kiver watersheds in our
county are significant for the life of the Chesapeake Bay, The status of farmland
and the nature of development are important to us and the county's future, Ob-
viously, it is unreasonable to expect one person to adequately follow all these
issues, ,

If you would like to participate on these comnittess, pleasesindicate ac-
cordingly on the membership questicnnaire, Ve also neaed nelp at each monthly
meeting with the refreshments and name tags., II you would be willing to assist
or- coordinate the activity, please let us know cn the questionnaire. Ve will be
reviewing our committee structure this fall, and we may have further opportunities

for you a&s time goes one Your idess and suggestions are always welcome.
fat 3 7

David Pardoe

DEADLINE FOR THZ NOV3iBiR-DICiP7R XM SLAIT SR I8 OCTORER 1%, 1504, NIwSLAITIR ITIWS
AS WELL AS AUTUMI MIGRATICH DATSS (DU wiC. 15, SHOULD BZ S&NT OR PHOKED TO JO SOLEM,
10617 GRAZLOCH RD., LAURIL, WD <20707; TaL. 725-2057.



VOLUNTZERS DAESIKVI THANKS FOk HILF AT RICKSATION &XPC AND CCLITY  FAIR

The club exhitit at ths Columbia ¥ell during Recreation xpo alweys attractc

a good crowd, dileen Ciegg orgenized the exhibits, Reliph & Jane Geuder, Don &

" :Jan Randle and Rob & Jo Sclem set up 2nd worked at times during the day along

with Elleen Smith, S$andy Goolsby, Jon K. Eocone, Spud Loomis, Andrea iudwig, Steve
& ‘Linde Harsy, Marty Chestem, Martha waugh, Linda McDanisel, Jane Farrell, Fran
Schoenberger, Marjorie Mcuntjoy, and ilise Seay, We needed every single person--
and could have used morz, Wwhy did so many people this year try to touch specimens
despite signs asking them rnot to? Our "touchable" birds got a workout,

Mike McClure organized the exhitit for the Howard County Fair. Those who
vworked for several hours included David & Ziaine Pardoe, Don & Jan Randle, Mike &
Grazina McClure, Marthe & Don wough, Koda & Monika Botasai, Anne & Ken Hart, 3va
Suneil, Roy & Karen Trudel snc Bob & Jo Solem., We are delighted to be able to
exhibit at the feir and meet paeople from all parts of the county who share an
interest in birds,

SEAD SALE COMING SATURLAY, HOViAiiR 10th - WATCH FOK MATLING

Because the price of sunflower seed has been high and may fall when the new
crop comes in, the autumn seed sale has been set for November 10th. Wwatch for
a mailing in October, All club members will automatically receive the notice as
will all individuals who purchased seed during the past year. Non-members wishing
to be added to the mailing list or inaividuals with questions should call Zileen
Clegg 730-4%62, The large room at the pickup point (First Presbyterian Church)
has been reserved so there should be & fine display of birds to be expected at
feeders from our specimen collection along with the clut bookstore.

HOWAKD CHAPI K BOARD LAK4S DONATICHS

At the last board meeting of tne 1985-84 year, a total of 500,00 was dis-
tursed for various projects: the karyland Breeding Bird Atlas Project, Citizens
Againgt Waste, end Jane Zuke and dve Sunell who are two local bird rehabilitetors.

Suggestions for causes whicin should be considsred during future distributions
can be made to President Devid Pardoe, 551-6452; Anne Hert, 489-7251; or Donald
Randle, 551-6296,

STATE 1OS PRZSIDANT WARTHA CHiSD I, DISCRIESS LATCHING GRALNT

}MOS members have & unique opportunity to help raise funds for the Atlas,
Scholarship, and Sanctuary programs. An ancoymous donor will give <000 to be
divided among the three IF ccontributions from »OS members total $15CC; 4if +the
contritutions equal 42000, the donor will give $<500, This is better than a
matching grant which is good news and should be a boon to all of the committees.

The deadline is November 195, 164, Send your tax-deductible contributions
made to the Maryland Ornitnclogical Sccisty to Mary love, dxecutive Sacretary,
10735 Cordage walk, Columbia, 4D <1044,

Unattributed drawings in this newslstter are courtesy of the U.dd Fish x wildiife

Gervice, U.8, Depsrimant of the Interior.
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FROGRANS - 7345 pome iongfellow Slementery Seneod, 5470 esperus Drlve;
Note: Jiesting is csnueled if schools officisliy close because of inclament
weather or fcr cther wrersencies, : ~

e Sept. 13 - "Eirding io Csiifornis” Jim Crgain, Vice~President of the Blltimore Ohapter
Thur. of MOS end pow a Colunbia resident, This presentation will include diversi-
fied birding in Cslifornia from the Central Valley north end from the: Siorras
to the coast including 8 fow whales, : :

~
Oct. 11 - "lonkey-eating Zagle of the Philiyp rrines’ DUr. Kobert Kennedy, Dr, Kennedy
Thur, will use & film to describe the work of the Keptor Information Center and
the life history of tnls endangerad species,

FIELD TRIPS- Trips for the coming year ars being planned around the areas of natural A
history identified in our mewmbership questionnaire completed last fall,"
If you did not complete thes questionnaire and have suggestious for field trips or would
be interested in leading a field trip, please call Linda Harsy, Field {rip Chairman at
489-5131, As in the past, carpooling is encouraged with riders sharing the cost of gas
and tolls, Leaders may cancel the trip due to inclement weether, If in doubt, call
the leader (if phone number is iisted) or Linda Harsy, Field trips leave from Grempler
Healty parking lot (across from the Flier bulldxng on Little Patuxeant Parkway in Col-
umbia) unless otherwise indicated, Dress for field work with stout, reasonable water-
proof footgear and layers of clothing, Trips do not always follow paths. No pets.

Sept. 15 - BUTTLRFLY WALK. Leader: Gersld Zinem, 730-0877. A i-day walk to séarCh :
Sat, for and identify butterflies in the Columtia area, Meet in Grempler lot at
9t50 a,m, If you own & net, bring 1te
" Sept. 16 - WIWFLOWIR wALK. Leaders: Bob Solam, 7¢5-5037 and Chris Ludwige Gheck
Sun. late summer and sutumn wildflowers along the Petapsco Kiver (procise area to
be declded by leadersj, Meet at Grempler at 8350 Bolly . ~—day.

_?%alw‘gm Lo see ‘f:pe -

o, Leave Grumpler

Sun, confuslng fa’lzwarblﬂrs and other ml“iant¢'1n>nowar
lot at 7350 a.m. A -day,.
Oct., 15 ~ HAWK WAICH AT NUDDY RUN RECHEATICN PARK. Leader: Chuck Dupree, 796-1086‘

aat, All day trip to Lancaster County, PA, to watch the hawk migration, Leave
Grempler parking lot at 8:C0 a.ms Brlng lunch and#tharmos, Bnck by 6300
Pollle \

Oct, 21 ~ AUTUMN HABITAT wALK AT SAVAGZ PARK, Lesders: Bill 3ckert & Ohuck Dupree,‘

dun. 796-1086, Co-sponsored by Howard Kec, & Parks, Walks through the season s

this year will be held in this southeastern county park. .The park's natural

festures isclude meadow, forest, and river bottom aresas. The tranquility

and beauty of the Littls Patuxent River offer an enjoyable visit for the

naturalist as well ag for the historian, 1 to 2 miles of moderately stren-
. uous hiking; some hills, Neet at tae Grempler parking lot at 12:50 p.m.

or et the brick building in tre park at 1:00 p.we. 5 day.

BOARD [ZZTING - 7:00 pewe at Zileen Clegg's, Y094 Lembskin Lane, Golumbla, mD on f
Sept. 20 Thursday, Sept. <0. ©Call 750-4562 for directions. :

AMPLIFYING SYSTEM PUKCHASED &Y CHAPT 3R

An anplifying system has baen purchased recently by the chapter to enhance . | -
presentations at the monthly programs, Ih2nks to Kod Betsai and Don Randle for in- -
vestigating the possibilities and uaklnx the purcnasa, *



DOWNY WOODPECKZIRS AND HAIRY WOODPECKZRS - Jon E. Boone, ills by the author

There are wonderful winsome woodpeckers in Howard County. Two species which
are often confused are the Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, both members of the "pied
woodpacker' genus--black, heavily mottled with white, amall to medium in sizes, They
work hard for their sustenance, living side by side all year round., They are almost
identical in color and pattern, differing mainly in size, The male birds have mmall
patches of red on the back of their heads, a mark lacking in the females, The
bluebird-sized Downy is slightly more than helf the size of the bulkier Halry. It
is this size differsntial that permits these " sympatric pairs' of species to live
together without competing, The smaller birds exploit the mmaller tips and outer
branches of our trees, while the larger birds glean the main trunks, Both wood-
peckers have the characteristic woodpecker flight, four or five rapid flaps, then
a gwoop downward, followed again by the fleppings Both visit winter feeding stations,
although the relatively tame Downy is much the more frequent guest.

But how to tell the difference? There are four clues,

® The Hairy Woodpecker in this area is about the size of a robin. In Garrett
County the bird is the size of a Northern Flicker, & rather startling phenomenon.
By contrast, the Downy is a midget.

® The bill of the Hairy is long and large, an ideal chisel; however, that of
the Downy is a sturdy tootnpick, straight but very amall, The difference is (excuse
the pun). striking, ,

® The Downy Woodpecker has small black spots on its white outer tail feathers,
while ths Hairy's retrices remain unspotted, This is a challenging but very defin-
itive field mark,  Look for it,

Otherwise, these birds are identical in outward appearance, The behavior
of the Downy Woodpecker is predictable and somewhat seddte, On the other hand, the
Hairy is very active and excitable; however, it 1s much shyer than its cousin, and
you are much more likely to find it in deeper woods,

® The call note of the Downy is & solid-sounding "peek-ick,” short in dure-
tion but dirsct in tone. On the other hand, the Hairy Woodpecker's call is a high-
pitched "peek," almost shrill in its quality, The "series notes' of the two birds
are also very different, The Downy gives forth a "rapid whinney of notes, de*
scending in pitch." 1Its tone is high, yet robust, But if, in the midst of a wooded
area, you hear short bursts of the kingfisher's rattle, you undoubtedly have un-
covered a Hairy Woodpecker, The sound is rapid, metallic, cicada-like.

Downy WObdpeckers are ubiquitous, Hairy Woodpeckers are much less abundant,”
but this is & good area for them. They are especially common in the Fort Meade area.

HOWARD COUNTY ATLAS DATA FOR 1584 PRAZDING SEASON DUE -~ Chuck Dupree

For those individuasls who had assigned territories, please send your field
check-1list to your block captain immediately., Block captains should try to get
their summary sheets to me by Sept. 15tn, GClub members who made observations in
their yard or neighborhood and recorded them on the sheet included in the March-
April 1984 newsletter should report results to the person in charge of their
area or mail the meterial to me at 6002 Hunt Club Rd., Elkridge, MD <1227, All
sightings are welcome; be they many or few we're anxious to have your helps






RECYCLING CENTZR OPENS IN HOWARD COUNTY - SAVE IT&MS AND RECYCLE THEM

The Columbia Recycling Center has opened recently off Dobbin Road on the
easgt side of Colunbtia. (See map below for exact location.) The Center is
operated by Athelas Institute, Inc., & non-profit organization that provides
vocational education and work training programs for mentally retarded adults,

Aluninum can be recycled for cash, Other items accepted include newsprint
(no magazines), glass, and bimetal, Items other than aluminum will be credited
to any group or club that has registered with Athelas Institute. WE HAVE
REGISTERZD! Mention either the Howard Bird Club or Howard Chapter MOS as 4the
group to which you want your items credited. Checks will be sent 4o groups on
8 quarterly basis, OCurrently, newsprint is credited at the rate of $15,00 per
ton and glass at §10,00 per ton. Aluminum has been fluctuating between ,25 and
«50 per pound, Hours are Monday-Saturday 10:00 a,me- 2300 pem, If you have
questions call 992-4234, Most of our members are aware of the advantages of
recyclings, Now that a center again exists in Howard County, do take advantage
of it, If you take items somewhere else for recycling, by all means continue,
but help save raw materials, precious landfill space and reduce unsightly litter,
RECYCLE! (The Center does not accept plastic or metal other than aluminum end
bimetal,) Thanks to Monika Botsai for taking care of the registration and letting
us know about the Center,

Columbia

y.

Recycling
~ Center |

Mon. . Sa‘t:

10 AM - 2 PM

ATTRACTING BIRDS COURSZ SCHEDULID FOR OCTOBzR

A thrss-session course concerning attracting birds will be taught by
Jo Solem amponsored by Howard County Departiment of Recreation & Parks,
Two sessions Will be indoors; the third will be & field trip %o visit
feeders and/or yards to observe plantings for wildlife., Recreation &
parks brochures which are sent to all households will contain registra-
tion information,




MEMBZRSHIP FORM - HOWARD COUNTY CHAPTZK, MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIZTY

NAMZ . CLASS OF MAMBARSHIP

ADDR&SS HUSband & Wif‘e (Couple)..-.u. 12050
\_( Adult (individual)........n.. 9.00

T ZLEPHONE AGE (Student) Student (Up to 826 18)secevsses 1,50

Student (over age 18)..oooooo. 5000
M&MBERSHIP YZAR RUNS FROM SEPTEMBER 1 ~ AUGUST 51  Sustainingecesecccesssccscsecs 15,00
Life..--o-o-o.co.oonooococo-o. 2‘00.00

Checks should be made payable to Howard County Senior Couple (age 65 or over) 8.50
Chapter-MOS and mailed to the following address: Senior Adult (age 65 or over) 6,00
Howard Co, Chapter dues (if a
Donald Rendle, Treasurer Tel, 551-62%6 member of another MOS chep.) 4,00
6424 Lochridge Road Renewal
Columbia, MD 21044 New membership
QUESTIONNAIKE (Please complete and mail along with your dues) NAMZ 7 77
TALZPHONZ
I would like to serve on the i
Monthly Program Committees I would like to be notified of
Conservation Committes "rare birds' in the area. The
Hospitality Committee best time of the day to contact
Joordinate we is .
Help Periodically
Help One Month
% % ok & £ %k » %k & %k & K ok k ¥
HOWARD COUNTY NATIVZ CAVITY KN3STZR SUKRVEY -~ 1984 =
- Complete for species you observed using natural cavities or nesting boxes during 1584,

Broods* No., Fledged** o ) ' " brooda® No. Flédé;&;:vud R

Wood Duck Great Crasted Flyc,
American Kestrel Purple Mertin
Coumon Barn-Owl Tree Swallow
Rastern Screech~-Owl Carolina Chickadee
Barred Owl Tufted Titmouse
Red-bellied Woodpecker White-br, Nuthatch
Downy Woodpecker Carolina Wren
Hairy Woodpecksr House VWren
Northern Flicker Zastern Bluebird

Pileated Woodpecker
*Brood ~ group of birds hatched from & clutch of eggs
**Fledged -~ young birds which have left the nesting cavity under their own power,

Observations need not be on your property., Iaclude boxes or naturel cavities in your
neighborhood or elsewhere in the county if you know no one dlse will be reporting them.
Do not include boxes located in county perks or which are part of an organized trail
unless you are the operator of that trail or have permission from the opsrator to tally
certain boxes separately, If you know a cavity or box was occupied, but do not know

the number of young fledged put & question mark in the appropriats blank,

If young were lost from boxes due to predators, vandals, weathsr, etc., list reasons for
losses in descaending order of importance

For treil operstors: Number of boxes on trail

«_ Do not tally Buropean Starlings « louse Sparrows, They are not protected by law, Make
every effort to prevent their nesting in your boxes, bulldings, or natural cavities,



CLUB BOOKSTORZ TO ©PRiZ HANDLAD BY §SPaVi & LINDA HARSY -~ THARKS TO JAN & DON RANDLE

Jan & Don Randle, who have so capably operated the club bookstore for the past
several years, have resigned their duties in order to open The liature Wook, a shop in
Tiber Place in Zllicott City, to meet the speciamlized needs of nature enthusiasts.

The expansion of stock and Jan's enthusiasm for the needs of individual club members
‘made the bookstore a vital aspect of club membership., Steve and Linda Harsy have
volunteered to take over the operation of tho bookstore so it will remain in highly
capable hands, They will continue to bring stock to sach meeting, the seed sales, and
special events. You may also contact them evenings at 489-~7251 or write to 16236
Compromise Court, Mt, Airy, MD 21771, Attractive prices anhd a good stock will contin-
ue to fulfill your needs,

NATURE CONSZRVANCY BIRDATHON COUNTZRS FIND 194 gpPicIas

Those Howard members who attended the April meeting recall that Chandler Robbins
described a birdathon planned for early May to raise funds for the Maryland Natural
Areas Cempaign of the Nature Conservancy, A 24-hour count on May 10th by Chandler
Robbins, Hal Wierenga and Byron &Swift tallied 194 species in central Maryland and
coasgtal Virginia, Arecas along the C & O Canal, Hughes Hollow, the fish hatchery at
Lilypons, New Design Road, and Sugarloaf Mountain were visited in central Maryland,

A donated plane ride to Wallops Island and birding on Chincoteague NWR and along
glliott Tsland road completed the day, The Birdathon was organized by Bob Whitcomb,
10610 Belfast Pl., Potomac, KD <0854, Wwho would be delighted to receive any pledge
sheets and checks not yet turned in,

Howard County Chapter 1OS
10617 Grasloch Road
Laurel, Maryland 20707



