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OSPREY NESTING PLATFORMS ERECTED ON LOCAL RESERVOIRS

The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) has erected four
Osprey nesting platforms recently on Triadelphia and Rocky Gorge
Reservoirs hoping to attract Ospreys to nest. Although they are
regularly seen during spring and fall migration and wanderers are
observed for much of the summer, there are no recent historical
records of nesting in this fresh water location (Triadelphia Reservoir
is about 40 vyears old and Rocky Gorge 50). Birds of Maryland by
Stewart and Robbins does not indicate any Piedmont nests, but Chandler
Robbins (pers. comm.) suggests that there is a good chance for success
with the venture if the food supply is adequate and the birds accept
the platforms.

Larry Iager, WSSC guard, says that two platforms were placed on each reservoir.
On Triadelphia one platform is on the Howard side and one on the Montgomery. Birders
may be able to help monitor activities on Triadelphia as they bird the Brighton Dam/
Greenbridge area. Each of the supporting pressure-treated poles is fitted with a 3
foot band of aluminum as a predator guard. The 3 X 3 foot basket is made from
aluminum grating.

We applaud WSSC for committing time, material and personnel to this project and
will look forward to the coming breeding season with anticipation.

43,000 POUNDS OF SEED SOLD IN LARGEST SALE EVER - Eileen Clegg

The Bird Club's twice yearly seed sales continue to be highly successful and
well supported by members and friends. Profits from these sales have enabled us to
retain a stable dues structure and donate thousands of dollars to conservation
causes. The many willing volunteers make it all possible. Working either inside at
the desk and bookstore or outside loading were Margo Garner, Sue & John Greer, Martha
& Don Waugh, Nancy Magnusson, Pat Jackson, Jo Solem, Michele Wright, Robin Jenkins,
Glenn Davis, Bill Phillips,, Bob Bogdan, Rod Botsai, Peter Osenton, Steve Koziol,
Chuck Stirrat, Gus & Cleo Karafas, Mark Wallace, Deborah Schultz, Tim Keller, Jane
Farrall, Michael Courbron, Marty Chestem, and Helen Zeichner. Baked goods were
generously supplied by Roni Phillips, Sue Greer, Monika Botsai, Barbara Davis, and
Roselle Martin and were much appreciated. Thanks to each of the volunteers, donors
and customers.

ROCKBURN HABITAT WALKS BEING LED BY SANDY AND MIKE MEYERHOFF

The seasonal habitat walks jointly sponsored with Howard County Recreation and
Parks are being led this year by Bird Club members Sandy and Mike Meyerhoff who are
experienced naturalists. Over the last few years they have spent a great deal of time
at Rockburn Park, are contributing to the bird checklist of that park, and monitor
the bluebird boxes there. The Club thanks Chuck Dupree for his leadership of these
walks for the past half dozen years. Although his knee will no longer allow him to
make extended hikes, he will continue his support in less strenuous ways.


















