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Do you remember a gorgeous day last January with 1lots of sunshine and nild
temperatures when many of us were having the time of our lives counting birds? Guess
what! It's almost time to do it again. The 1990 Howard County Midwinter Bird Count
comes on Saturday, January 27. Our count last January was by far the biggest effort
“in the whole state with our 268 party hours greatly exceeding second high Baltimore's
208. In a comparison of eight similar 1989 western shore midwinter efforts, Howard
County amassed high counts for 41 species. For a county which is small in area and
has so 1little dependable water, this is wonderful. And besides, I suspect that each
of us has at least one area we might have covered more thoroughly if we had just had
the time. For optimum weather and coverage, this is surely the count to compare with
as we look both forward and back at our own efforts. Now, what did we find?

We found 156,481 birds of 88 species. It is not our highest species count (1988
was 89), but we had no help from semi-hardy lingerers like Gray Catbirds or Eastern
Phoebes or from winter erratics like Pine Siskins or Red-breasted Nuthatches. The
number of individuals was staggeringly high (1988's count was 41,729) because we
hosted at least two mammoth blackbird flocks during that day. That's right, 115,000
blackbirds were getting food and shelter in our 1little part of the world - 3/4
the number of humans in the county. Sixteen species of waterfowl surpassed our
previous high by two and it may be a long while before the weather 1lets us do that
well again. The same comment would apply to the numbers of Great Blue Herons (10)
and Belted Kingfishers (30). Other high counts appeared for both wvultures although
that might be compiler 1laziness. Blue Jays, Carolina Wrens as they continued the
boom part of their normal boom and bust cycle, Eastern Bluebirds (doubled previous
high--congratulations to all you hard working people who keep up bluebird trails and
houses), Field and Swamp Sparrows. Lower than expected counts came for Canada Goose,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Northern Cardinal (down 200 birds from last year's high),
Song, White-throated, and White-crowned Sparrows, House Finch, and House Sparrow.
Some of the cardinal and "house bird" differences may be due to the dramatic decrease
in the number of feeder hours (down by half in 1989) but the others? We know Cedar
Waxwings, Purple Finches, "and American Goldfinches are irregular wanderers and last
year was simply not a year they wandered in our direction.

Normally this article has drawn some fascinating comparisons between our count
at the end of January and the Triadelphia Christmas Bird Count which comes the end of
December. But last year the Triadelphia Count experienced rain from about 7:00 -
10:30 a.m. and all numbers and species were quite low. Comparisons won't work when
conditions are so dissimilar. Perhaps next year. 1In looking over informal figures
for the other 1989 Midwinter Counts, our single strange occurrence is the Evening
Grosbeak, the only one in the state (gulp!). Garrett County did have the state's
only Pine Siskin but we expect oddities out there. It is a different world.

We salute our feeder watchers who provided us with most of our Northern Bob-
whites (7), '/« of our Cooper's Hawks (1), and our only Red-headed Woodpecker.
We make it tough for these people by limiting how they may count numbers because we
























