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SUCCESSFUL FALL SEED SALE giieen cless

An enthusjastic crew loaded a truckload of seed October 12 marking the thir-
teenth year of seed sales by the Bird Club. The loaders were Bob Dettner, Mark Mar-
den, T Keller, Chuck Stirrat, Steve Clarkson, Tom Strikwerda, Mark Wallace, Dave
Kubitsky, G.J. Wilson, Jane Farrell, Bob Solem, Ralph Heimlich, Susan Setterberg,

Joe Byrnes, Robin Mﬁweskl. Tina Flester, Tony Hogsten, David Alexander, Mike Cour—
bron, Peggy Erbe, Willlam Drell, and Steve Dracos. Working at the desk or in the
bookstore were Ralph Geuder, Kimberly Gross, Zelda Simon, Joe Suess, Margo Garner,
Jo Solem, Karen Hogsten, Helen Zeichner, Nancy Magnusson, and Maud Banks. Special
thanks to Michele Wri%ht for setting up and overseeing the bookstore, as well as
Marty Chestem for the attractive displays and table of free conservation items and
recycled "birdy" periodicals. Baked Foods were provided by Maud Banks, Romayne
Sl{\it:h(.1 Peggy Erbe, Glenda Condon, and Eileen Clegg. There may have been others I
missed.

Thanks to one and all for the cooperation, enthusiasm, and hard work which pro-
duced another successful seed sale!

FLOWER FEATURE ooni LiRTE TEARTHUMS

PERFOLIATE TEARTHUMB - Polygonum perfoliatum
FAMILY - Buckwheat (Polygonaceae) '
HABITAT - Moist stream banks.

HOWARD COUNTY BLOOMING SEASON - End of June through end of
October.

HOWARD CgUNTY LOCATION - Savage, Cedar Lane, and Cypress-
mede arks; ake orn; Patuxent River Park; and all sec—-
tions of Patapsco Valley State Park.

PLANT - Vine-like, sprawling, weak-stemmed, clinging to other
plants by means of hooked prickle on the stem & leaves.

FLOWERS - Small, greenish, five—part. Flowers bloom along the
op O e stem.

FRUIT - Bright blue berries that covef a round black achene
(seed pod).

LEAVES - Triangular. It is called "perfoliate" because of the
disk-Iike Betlole that surrounds the base of each leaf making
it appear "plerced."

SPECIAL INFORMATION - Tearthumbs are vine-like, sprawling plants with weak, prickly
stems that Iove to cover and smother other streambank plants. Tearthumbs were intro-
duced to this country from Asia and are gradually increasing their territorﬁ'. The
backs of the leaves and the stems are covered with downward pointing gric les that
cling fiercely to everyone and everything. There is little to recommend or endear
this obnoxious weedy plant. It does, however, have interesting triangular leaves,
unusual orange stems, and, in the fall, a cluster of striking, “electric" blue ber-
ries. The fleshy berries cover a round black achene. Arrow-leaved Tearthumb (Poly -
gonum sagittatum) is also found in Howard County. Its flowers are in a compact
cluster at the top of the stem; its leaves are long and narrow and clasp the stem.
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1991 NEWSLETTER MATERIAL is due December 1. Autumn migration dates
covering August through November are due December 7. Mail to Jo Solem, 1061 Grae-
loch Road, Laurel, MD 20723; or phone (301) 725-50837. © 1991


















