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BLUEBIRD PROGRAM HAS SUCCESSFUL YEAR mark wailace & Joe suess

More than 75 individuals helped to make 1991 a hiﬁhly successful year for the
Bird Club's bluebird program. A total of 1421 Eastern Bluebirds fledge from 2096
eggs laid in 244 boxes out of 748 monitored. We banded a total of 782 nestlings. A
record 20 boxes contained three successful broods. Also, a record 561 Tree Swallows
were fledged. In addition to the dozens of bluebird box monitors named below, there
were numerous property owners who cooperated in allowinﬁ individuals to check boxes
on their land. Our thanks to the following bluebirders who submitted reports and
faithfully cared for boxes during a long, hot summer.
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There are h%ghvlights in any breeding season. Dave Kubitsky watched 21 boxes at
the Belmont Conference Center. Bob Bogdan fledged 52 bluebirds from 18 boxes in the
vicinity of Ilchester—Landing Roads. Five of Regina Cope's 19 boxes were used by .
bluebirds in the far northwest part of the county; Sandie French checked eight

boxes on Foll¥ Quarter and Carroll Mill Roads; Evelyn Gilbert fledged 15 bluebirds
from her eight boxes in the Highland area; and Howard lager fledged 37 from his 13
boxes near. ockK Gorge Reservoir. Eleanor Robbins' 41 boxes in southern Howard
County were highly productive, fledging 120 bluebirds. She began erecting bluebird
boxes in this county about 1964. She noted a House Finch nest in a front porch wall
bracket at Mrs. Hyde's that on MaY 16 contained four House Finch eggs, one Brown-
headed Cowbird egg, and one cowbird young. On May 29, a House Finc ﬂedéed. but
still in the nest were two House Finch eggs and two cowbird eggs. Carolyn Smith
checked eight boxes on Triadelphia Road. Hank Stanton monitored 24 boxes near Eli-
cott City which fledged 54 bluebirds. Felix Westwood has nine boxes in Woodbine.

Gisela Brown not only kept track of her four bluebird boxes but also watched a
family of Barn Swallows that nested on her gorch. Paul Hogue's concern for four
baby bluebirds that hatched in 100° heat extended to rigging an awning to shade the
box most of the day—--they all survived. William Theis on Daisy Road fledged 14 blue-
birds from only two boxes. He credits such outstanding success to installation of
a 5" x 2" clear plastic container (from a cracker box) to the rear of the bluebird
box lid. In it he placed mealworms and garden grubs which were especially helpful
to the adult bluebirds during the cold and wet days of early spring. Vera Thomann
near Clarksville noted that urlnﬁ the spring a Northern Parula (a warbler) visited
the hummingbird feeder outside their kitchen window. Lisa Willett in West Friend-
ship underscored the necessity for removing used bluebird nests immediately after
the brood fledges since the female often begins renesting quickly.

The Bluebirds in the Parks program which the club co—-sponsors with the Depart—-
ment of Recreation and Parks produced 73 bluebirds from 18 of the 61 boxes in 15
ark locations (totals included in numbers below). The most interesting report was
hat of a pair of House Finches using a bluebird box for two broods in David Force
Park. It is the first recorded for the county. .
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