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%k CELEBRATING 20 YEARS - HOWARD COUNTY BIRD CLUB &

At the October meeting, the club celebrated it's TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY. There was a
wonderful cake decorated with the club's logo, the American Goldfinch, and, as club president
Jo Solem explained it, what would be an unusual sighting in Howard County, a £lamingo. Punch
was served and there was plenty of time to look at the exhibits which detailed same of the
club's history.

The highlight of the evening was the lecture by Chandler Robbins. Chan presented an
extremely interesting discussion on forest fragmentation. For Howard County residents, the
information was of particular interest because many of the studies by Chan have been done in
Howard and adjoining counties and are reflective of the changes witnessed by those who have
lived here for a number of years. He has conducted research activities involving birds from
the Patuxent Research Center for over 45 years. He was instrumental in establishing the
‘techniques used in the Breeding Bird Atlas study and is the recipient of numerous awards and
honors for his work. He is also co-author of The Birds of North America.

Studies show that the northern Piedmont area, which runs through the state of Maryland, has
shown more serious declines in bird populations than anywhere else in the United States.

Urbanization occurring in the area has reduced and fragmented forests. It is believed that,

at one time, the entire state of Maryland was forested with the exception of an area around
Hagerstown. As forested areas get smaller and become more isolated, the likelihood of
finding breeding populations declines. We still have breeding birds of course, but the
population types have changed over time. Chan's work has also taken him to Central America
where he has been studying bird populations in the Rio Bravo area of Belize and Sierra de las
Minas, Guatemala. Efforts are underway to preserve areas in both these countries. Earlier
this year the Bird Club donated $5,000 to purchase and protect rainforest in the Sierra de
las Minas. We were treated to some wonderful slides of birds from that area. Chan has asked
that his honorarium be donated to a rainforest project selected by the club. -

We thank all the club members who helped to make the anniversary celebration a fun evening
for the more than 70 people who attended. Eileen Clegg arranged for the cake, Jane Farrell
provided the punch, Marty Chestam set up the displays, Michele Wright managed the bookstore
and Bob Solem photographed the event.

BOARD DESIGNATES NEW AWARD AND DONATION

. The Board of Directors announced a new award at the October meeting. Named the "Goldfinch
Award,"” it goes to the birder (and you don't have to be a club member) who finds the bird .of
the year. The selection, which will be made by a conmittee of non-Howard County residents,
will be based not only on the rarity of the find, but also the effort the birder makes in
sharing the find with other. The award will be presented in late February or early March at
the annual pot luck dinner. ' '

The board voted to donate $1000 to the Maryland Parks Foundation, a group which rehabilitates
birds and does educational programs. 'rhe donation will also be presented at the annual pot
luck dinner.
























