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Don't let winter keep you indoors; there's lots to see in the
"dead" winter landscape. Take your copy of Weeds in Winter by
Lauren Brown or Pods--Wildflowers in Their Final Beauty by
Jane Embertson and enjoy identifying the skeletal remains of
our summer wildflowers. Because much of the color is gone, it
is helpful to recall the overall silhouette of the plant and
the shape of the inflorescence when trying to make
identifications. ‘ : : :

Did. you know that the fragrant Japanese
- Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica; Figure A) of

spring and summer produces shiny black berries
in the fa11° The berries are round with a single point and are
surrounded with leaves whlch have turned maroon and dark
green

Figure A

.Indian Hemp (Apocynum cannabinum;

Figure B) has tiny greenish white
flowers in. summer and long dangling

seed pods. In the fall and winter

the seed pods dry and split open
dispersing numerous airborne seeds--each with its
own silken "parachute."

Figure C

Round-headed Bush Clover (Lespedeza capitata;
Figure C) has light-colored flowers that remain on
the plant to dry and darken in the fall. They have
the appearance of sharp burrs but are rather soft
to the touch. The leaves that remain. on the plant
dry into tight corkscrew shapes.

Figure B

WIL.D BIRD BIILL BECO’MES L.AW
President Bush signed the Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992 on October 23,

1992, This law will greatly restrict imports of wild birds, some of which
have been pushed to the brink of extinction as a result of legal and illegal
captures for the pet trade. The Maryland Ornithological Society has strongly
supported this legislation. Some Howard members may remember when Martha
Chestem of our chapter testified in Annapolis in support of a Maryland bill
(which did not pass) before there was hope of obtaining a national law.
























