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President's Welcome. . . . . Joanne K. Solem

Welcome to the Howard County Bird Club's (HCBC) twenty-first year! As one of the most
active chapters of the Maryland Ornithological Society, we offer numerous opportunities
to learn about and enjoy birds whether it is in your own backyard or far afield.

If you are new to this fascinating hobby, there are ways the HCBC can help you.
Participating in field trips is an excellent way to see many species, visit a variety of
habitats, and obtain numerous helpful tips. Members may borrow audio and video tapes and
printed matter to speed the learning process. Spending a day with experienced birders
during one of the annual counts may prove physically tiring; but it may also be one of the
most exhilarating and memorable experiences you've ever had. The evening tally is half
of the fun. Here you learn what other people have seen and how the birds you counted
oontr]*;'bute to the larger picture--for that larger picture is one of the things that birding
is all about.

Birds are only one facet of any ecosystem. If you become hooked on birds, you will find
it hard to ignore the trees, wildflowers, butterflies, mavmals, and other aspects of the
natural world. Rarely can species be "saved" one by one. Entire breeding and wintering
ecosystems in all their marvelous complexity must be preserved to ensure the health and
survival of most life forms. Taking the initial step of getting to know the b1rds that
live around you opens wmdows to 1nvolvement understandmg, and ultimately it is hoped,
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Birding is fun whatever your level of experience. We invite you to join us this year.
You may never see the world around you in quite the same light again.
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BLADEN MOUNTAINS NATURE RESERVE RECEIVES CLUB DONATION

Proceeds from last year's seed sales were donated to the Bladen Mountains Nature Reserve
in Belize. Bladen, located in the southern part of the country and covering about 135
square miles, is probably the most highly diverse area in Belize. Features of Bladen
include richly-forested mountains, hills, and floodplains; rock outcrops, cliffs, and
caves; waterways of pools, rapids and falls; a variety of lofty trees, palms, massive
lianas, giant herbs, flowers, and fruits. The World Conservation Union will be working
with the Belize Audubon Society, the group officially charged with management of the area
by the goverrment, to identify the best use of the funds.

In 1985, and more thoroughly in March, 1987, a biological survey of the area was made by .
scientists from the Manomet Bird Observatory and the Missouri Botanical Gardens. They
recorded 194 bird species during the two short surveys. Included in the counts were 30
migrant species that breed in North America. Of these, 12 were American Wood Warblers,
Dendroicidae. Also seen were mountain lion, Great and Slaty-breasted Tinamous, Curassows,
Crested Guan, and herds of white-lipped peccaries. Large nuvbers of Guan and Curassows,
known as "pot” birds, are a good indicator of a relatively untouched area in Central
America today. Uninvestigated Mayan ruins were located in this currently uninhabited area.
In the report it was recommended that Bladen, as a nature preserve, be one component of
a wider conservation region, including the already established Cockscomb Jaguar Preserve.
The larger area would then be able to maintain populations of top carnivores, some large
herbivores and certain wide ranging species over the long term and protect against
deterioration of Bladen. h
























