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SHORT-EARED OWL IN HOWARD oOUNTY by Bonnie 0tt

On the morning of November 4, 1993, | arrived at the University of
Maryland Central Farm to meet Marty Chestem and Mary Jo Betts. We were
searching for Eastern Meadowlarks for Mary Jo. Due to traffic, they
were late in arriving. | was passing the time observing great swarms of
crows swirling overhead. The farm typically has huge nuwbers of both
crow species. _

I suddenly noticed a bird amidst the crows being harassed. Light
colored patches on the upper wings first led me to believe it was a red-
shouldered Hawk. Further observation of a large round head and short
fan-shaped tail quickly ruled out hawk of any species. | decided it was
an owl. | ruled out the comon Barred, Great-horned and Screech with
which | was familiar. As | continued to observe the bird, | noticed my
friends arriving. | began to point and wave, trying to catch their
attention. They waved back in greeting not realizing my intent. With
more pointing and jumping up and down, their attention was finally
directed toward the bird. -

It was gaining altitude and flapping like a giant bat. We watched the owl ascend to such
a height it appeared a speck even through our binocutars. “Marty suggested-that it was a
Short-eared Owl. Further consultation of other sources helped us come to the conclusion
that we had in fact seen a Short-eared Owl. (We found the Meadowlarks too.)

Editor's note: According to the Raptor Trust of New Jersey, the Short-eared Owl lives in
open fields, marshes and meadows; nesting on the ground, hidden in reeds and grasses. It
feeds primarily on rodents, especially field mice and can be seen on the wing in daylight,
flying low to the ground in a zig-zag, moth-1ike manner. Club records indicate sightings
in only four previous years. The most recent was in 1985.

MARK WALLACE RECEIVES BLUEBIRD SOCIETY AWARD

At our November meeting, Mark Wallace received a plaque presented by Mary Janetados,
Executive Director of the North American Bluebird Society, for Individual Achievement in
Bluebird Conservation. The Bluebird Society presents annual awards in three categories:
researchers, groups and individuals. Mark was one of six who garnered the coveted
individual award; four from the U.S. and two from Canada. Mark was lauded for his efforts
which include personally monitoring over 375 nest boxes which have fledged as many as 1500+
bluebirds in a year and banding a third of the fledglings. In addition, Mark compiles the
statistics from over 200 cooperators, covering approximately 900 boxes. He co-authored
the booklet, Bluebird Handbook for Howard County, Maryland and has led numerous field trips
on bluebird trails. Congratulations, Mark! .

MID-WINTER BIRDING FUN

When you are housebound from the snow or cold this winter, it might be
fun to contemplate your favorite birds. If you were stranded on a
deserted island for the rest of your life, which ten North American
~ species of birds would you want with you? Dave Harvey has asked club
members to develop their list of birds and give it to him at a meetin

or send it to him at 302 Chelsea Ct., Sykesville, MD 21784. He wil

compile the club's favorite birds and report back in a later newsletter.

























