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IT REALLY IS AN EARED GREBE! by Jane H. Farrell

With the opening of Centennial Lake, | started birding a body of water with consistency
and began to see grebes regularly during migration. Pied-billed Grebes are the most common
grebes in Howard County and are reasonably easy to distinguish from other grebes. In
addition to Pied-billed Grebes, we have Horned Grebes. When Horned Grebes migrate through
Howard County, their plumage varies considerably. Some are almost completely in basic
(nonbreeding) plumage, while others are also almost completely in alternate (breeding)
plunmage. Differentiating between Horned and Eared Grebes is an identification problem.
| spent considerable amounts of birding time trying to turn Horned Grebes into Eared
Grebes. | finally learned about plumage variations in migrating Horned QGrebes, realized
the low probability of finding an Eared Grebe in inland Maryland, and gave up this
fruitless pursuit.

On March 30, 1994, at approximately 6 pm, after | had walked around Centennial Lake, | saw
a dark diving bird in the middle of the lake between the wildlife end of the lake and the
concession stand. It moved fairly rapidly toward the dam end of the lake. | observed the
bird for a while until it disappeared behind the island by the concession stand. My
sightings convinced me that | had a problem bird, and | went to my car to get my scope.
Despite diligent tries, | could not turn this bird into a Horned Grebe. | watched the bird
until dark and was convinced that | had an Eared Grebe. My find was confirmed by others
at 5:30 am the following.morning. On the-days following, through at. least April 4, 1994,
the grebe was very cooperative, staying close to shore. It could usually be seen without
a scope and was the subject of many photographs. This was the first documented record of
an Eared Grebe in Howard County.

HOWARD COUNTY HAS TWO MOS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Michele Wright and Penny Gow Zimring were recently advised that each had won a scholarship
from the state MOS for a week at an Audubon camp. Michele, who is a park naturalist for
Howard County Dept of Recreation and Parks, won a Helen Miller Scholarship and anticipates
attending an ecology camp in Maine. Penny teaches at Dunloggin and is looking forward to
attending camp in Wyoming. She received the Orville Crowder Memorial Scholarship.

PACKETS FOR NEW MEMBERS MAILED

In order to introduce newer members to Maryland Ornithological Society (MOS) and Howard
County Bird Club activities, the local board recently put together an informational packet.
During the latter half of April, packets were mailed to anyone who had joined the chapter
within the last three years.

The material consists of a welcome from the president, a marber-ship card, an MOS decal,
and a copy of the "Checklist of the Birds of Howard County.” An information sheet lists
current officers, annual activities, chapter publications, and some recarmended references,
along with a map of the monthly meetmg site.

Since current membership directories and the most recent newsletter have been mailed to
all members, these items were not included in the initial mailing; but they will be added
for anyone who joins after May 1. Members who were not eligible to receive a packet in
the mail may pick one up at any meeting.




































