November-December 19894, Vol 23, No 2

SETTING A HEALTHY FEEDING TABLE FOR BACKYARD BIRDS

You may have seen some of the numerous articles in the local
newspapers last spring, or heard about diseases rurning
through finch populations in the area. You have probably
stocked up on seed at the recent club seed sale. All you
need now are some tips to help you set a healthy, clean
table to enjoy birds at your feeders as we move into winter.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reconmends the following
eight easy steps you can take to prevent or minimize disease
problems at feeders. ' L

* Give them space - Provide ample feeder space. Crowding is a key factor in'Spr-eading
disease. |f birds have to jostle each other to reach the food, they are crowded. Crowding
also creates stress among the birds which make them more vulnerable to disease.

‘ ~— ¢ _Clean yp wastes - Keep the feeder area clean of waste food and droppings.

* Make feeders safe - Make sure your feeders have no sharp points or edges. Even small
scratches and cuts allow bacteria and viruses to enter otherwise healthy birds.

* Keep feeders clean - Clean and disinfect feeders regularly. Use one part liquid chlorine
household bleach in nine parts of tepid water to disinfect. Make enough solution to
immerse an empty, cleaned feeder completely for two to three minutes. Allow to air dry.
Once or twice a month should do, but weekly could help more if you notice sick birds at
your feeder. :

* Use good food - Discard any food that smells musty, is wet, looks moldy or has fungus
growing on it. Disinfect any storage container that holds spoiled food and the scoop used
to fill feeders from it.

* Prevent contamination - Keep rodents out of stored food. Mice can carry and spread some
bird diseases without being affected themselves.

* Act early - Don't wait to act until you see sick or dead birds. With good prevention
you'1ll seldom find sick or dead birds at your feeder.

* Spread the word - Encourage your neighbors who feed birds to follow the same precautions.

Chlamydiosis, the disease frequently found among House Finches earlier this year, is
recognized by lethargy and swollen, runny or crusty eyes. If you find a bird at your
feeder exhibiting these symptoms, make sure you are following the steps above. Call the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources at 410-974-3987 to report the finding.

Shop the Club Bookstore Ffor MHolriday
QIrts Ffor~ Yowr Favorite Birder!
























