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TOP BIRD CHOICES FOR DESERTED ISLAND LIVING by pave Harvey

We were asked to name ten species of birds that we would want to have around if we were
stranded on a deserted island. First, it was very obvious that none of us wants to be
stranded on a deserted island and, second, none of us want to be restricted to only ten
species of birds. Answers ranged from the survivalist who asked for two of the oriental
trained fishing-cormorants, a rooster and seven hens to the person who insisted on at least
four Flamingos to the person who picked five different types of sparrow. Most people,
however, did manage to vary their choices to come up with a nice variety of ‘birds to please
all our senses. The most popular bird families were thrush, raptor, sparrow and warbler.

The particular species that we, as the Howard County Bird. club \vould want to. live: with;

thanks to our democratic voting system, turned ocut to be: -

Eastern Bluebird - not much of a surprise here.
Carolina Chickadee - a cormon friend.
Belted Kingfisher - a mild surprise.
Rufous-sided Towhee - another mild surprise.
wood Thrush - for the soothing music, |'m sure.
Common Loon ~ the symbol of loneliness, of course.
American Swallow-tailed Kite - a major surprise for this non-county bird.
Mountain Bluebird - another outsider, but Oh My, what a beauty.
- Northern Cardinal - a close friend that few of us could do wﬂ'.hout
Baltimore Oriole - but of course! =~ -
Nnemcan Qoldfinch - who would ever have guessed?

That is what we wou1d learn to live with but. nobody who voted picked any of the following:

Great Blue Heron - how could this be?

Averican Robin - life without this guy is hard to imagine.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak - ten is a very small number.

House Finch - Oh well, the silver lining of being stranded, maybe.

By oarpar"lson, the bird club of Orﬂha, Ontario, Canada had the fol lowing experience with.
this exercise. "Alt the Loon is our provincial ornithological emblem, the (Black-
capped) Chickadee came in as the most popular bird - our little fr'1end who never - leaves
us in the winter, always cheery, who might even feed from your hand.’ Their 15 favorite,
including the Black-capped Chickadee, were: Conmon Loon, Northern Cardinal, Great Blue
Heron, Ruby-throated Humingbird, Amer"lcan Qoldfinch, Tree Swallow, Hermit Thr‘ust Ruffed
Grouse, Great Horned Owl, Norther'n Saw~whet Owl, Wh1p-poor—w1ll Red-headed WOodpecker,
Blue Jay and Wh'ite-throated Sparrow.

Thank you all for some real fun answers. | hope you enjoyed your quest to find ten
species as much as | enjoyed reading about your birds and your reasons.

DELMARVA BIRDING FESTIVAL, A Watchable Wildlife Weekend

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is sponsormg, along with the Ward Museum of -
W11dfow1 Art and others, a wildlife weekend on Maryland's Eastern Shore, May 5-7, 1995.

Programs in planning include: visit with pelicans, night out with owls, bats & frogs,
search for the endangered black rail, birding for migratory warblers, stalki migrating
shorebirds, decoy painting for chﬂdr-en, canoe trips and more. {f this sounds fun to you,
you can get more information by calling Edith Thompson at the Maryland Wildlife Division
at 410-974-3195, or writing to MD Dept. of Natural Resources, Wildlife Division, Tawes
State Office Bldg, E-1, Annapolis, MD 21401-9914. Ask about the Delmarva Birding Weekend.



















