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Birding Hot Spots: Turf Farms

by Joanne Solem & Peter Osenton

Although Howard County has turf farms which should be excellent places to find migrant
shorebirds that prefer a short grass habitat, no site can be reconmended as consistently
productive. All locations are privately owned and generally do not welcome visitors. Do
not trespass! .

The gently rolling hills of western Howard County are typical of the Piedmont.
Unfortunately, this makes searching the turf for birds difficult. No matter what the
observation point, there are areas that are out of sight. Sod removal is totally
unpredictable. Once every few years a field near a road may be stripped at a fortuitous
time, or weather conditions such as thunderstorms or heavy.rain may cause a Buff-breasted
Sandpiper, Black-bellied Plover, American Golden-Plover, or Upland Sandpiper to drop in.
During 1993 and 1994 at least 19 trips were made to two or more of the farms during the
late July to mid-September period. Only twice were unusual species located, and in only
one case were they found even an hour later.

The most consistently productive area has been the
Green Manor Turf Farm on the west side of Md. 32 0.5
mile north of Md. 99. Stay on Md. 32 to view the farm
with a scope. This road is busy at all times of the
day so be sure to pull well off on the wide shoulders.
It is most convenient (and safest) to check these
fields when you are driving south. The two major
advantages of this location are the wide shoulders for
parking and the perspective. The fields form an
enormous bowl; observers stand along the rim.

Especially in the late sumimer and early autum it is
worth a stop to scan for shorebirds, hawks, and gulls.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, American Golden-Plover, and
Upland Sandpiper are the special species that have
been found here, although the odds are long. Buff-
breasts were spotted in 1979 and 1989. American Golden-Plovers were seen four years during
the decade 1985-1994, and an Upland Sandpiper was located in late April and another in late
August 1990. Semipalmated Plovers have been seen twice, Black-bellied Plovers two different
years, and in 1990 two Short-billed Dowitchers were spotted. As many as 600 Laughing Q.le
tlxa:e gathered to loaf near the ponds. A careful search may turn up 50 or more Killdeer in

ate summer.

Recent years have reduced this location's attractiveness. The general ly damp area not far
from the left end of the pond below the house has been drained, while in 1994 several plots
of corn broke up the expanse of grass.

Other turf farms in the county are on Triadelphia Road at Howard Road and on Jennings
Chapel Road just east of Hipsley Mill Road.

The first produced ‘two Buff-breasted Sandpipers in 1993 and the last a flock of 11 American
Golden-Plovers the same year. Both suffer from locations in hilly country on narrow,
~eurving, shoulderless roads with an increasing amount of traffic. There are a few other
turf farms or large fields of turf in the county, but no one has ever reported shorebirds
(other than Killdeer) on any of them.


















