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SumMmARY oF THE 1995 HowaRrD CounTty FALL Count
BY Mike McCLURE AND CHUCK STIRRAT

he second annual Howard
County Fall Count was
conducted on Sept. 16,
1995. Most amazingly this year’s
numbers were very similar to last year.
There were a total of 54 participants in
27 field parties. The totals for party
miles and hours are shown on the
accompanying tally sheet, with the
party-hours and miles being roughly
10% less than last year primarily due
to more miles spent on foot than last
year. Our goal for this second year, was
to exceed the number of species
recorded in the first count held last
year. Despite the impressions many
had during the day, we did just that,
recording a total of 135 species,
exceeding last years total of 133 by two
species. The total of individual birds
tallied of 26,643 was within 10 birds of
last year’s total, an amazing
coincidence. The weather was cooler
than last year, with the day basically
overcast and high temperatures in the
mid-70’s. Just as last year, the rain
held off until late afternoon, just in
time for the tally rally.
The accompanying table presents
the count data for the county and the 7
areas that are now used for all three of
the county counts. The confusing fall
warblers were present in good numbers
with 30 species of warbler identified,
the same as last year. -These again

included a Connecticut and = a-

Mourning Warbler. New this_year
were Cerulean and Louisiana
Waterthrush, which replaced a
Mpyrtle and Yellow-breasted Chat
seen last year. Other species of note
were "Least Bittern, Snow Goose,
Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated
Plover, Semipalmated Sandpiper,
Merlin, Least Flycatcher, Summer

Tanager, and Orchard Oriole.
This year the individual bird

totals were dominated by starlings and |

Icterid flocks, unlike last year when
the landfill and its flocks of gulls
dominated the totals, a phenomenon
not repeated this year.

The field checklist used this year
was a new sheet developed and
tailored to Howard County in the Fall,
identifying species that require
differing levels of support based on
the historical database for the
frequency of occurrence at this time in
the county. As a result some species
not normally requiring write-ups were
identified for documentation or extra
support. Thanks to all those who
provided written or additional details
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for these species. Our hope is to refine
this checklist as additional data
becomes available. Your feedback on
this approach and interest in similar
modifications to the lists for May and
Winter counts would be appreciated by
the authors.

Thanks to all participants and
those who acted as area coordinators
for the count. Maud Banks, Mary-Jo Betts,
Bill and Karan Blum (Area 4), Chris Brown,
Ellen and Hal Bryson, Jesse Buff, Marty
Chestem (Area 8), T. Dennis - Coskren,
Randy and Richard Crook (Area 3), Greg
Dunn, Darius and Paula Ecker (Area 2),
Maureen Harvey, Emmalyn Holdridge, Cathy
Jones, Mike Kerwin, Bob and Brigitte Lund,
Nancy Magnusson, Grazina and Mike
McClure (County Co-coordinator), Carol
Newman, Paul Newman, Doug Odermatt,
Peter Osenton, Chris, Nick and Bonnie Oftt
(Area 6), Joe Picard, Ann Marie Raterman,
Frank Reilly, Nanine Rhinelander, Clyde
Robinette, Susan Setterberg, Romayne
Smith, Bob and Jo Solem, Hank Stanton,
Chuck Stirrat (County Co-coordinator),
Paul Sturm, Eva Sunell (Area 7), Robin Todd,
Laura Van Sauvick, Mariyn Veek, Mark
Wallace (Area 1), Don and Martha Waugh,
Carol and Jim Wilkinson, Michele Wright, and
Helen Zeichner. A very special thanks to
Don and Martha Waugh who hosted
the evening tally rally.

Last year we had help from
Georgia, this year we recruited from
Tennessee, in the person of Dennis
Coskren. Another welcome out-of-state
‘visitor was Sue Setterberg, an area

..coordinator last year, who returned
from her new home in Pennsylvania.
‘This second Fall count was a great
success with many “birding” tales
related at the tally rally. Plan now to
join us next year wheéti the count will
again be held on the third Saturday of
September, the 21st, which is the latest
date the count can occur, a fact which
may provide some interesting insights
into the Fall migration.



















