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_ff ere you all as curious as I
" was.about the effects .of so
-much winter on “our” birds?
Our count day did not seriously tax the
counters’ survival skills (mostly
cloudy, temperatures 38 to 45, winds 0
- 15, most water frozen) but our count
results should add to our respect for
the birds’ survival skills (a Phoebe?!). |
The good news is that we found lots of
both species and individuals. Eighty of
us counted (not a record) but the good
turnout certainly decreased the possi-~
bility of low counts. Now, do our few
low counts have greater s1gmﬁcance?
~ The surprises were some of the
“high end counts. Myrtle (Yellow-
rumped) Warblers gave us a third high.
Blue Jays, Eastern Bluebirds, Hermit
Thrushes!, European Starlings, and
our species total were all second highs.
And just look at how many species
appeared in record numbers: Canada
Goose, Am. Black Duck, Wild Turkey,
Am. Coot, Barred Owl, Long-cared
Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Downy
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker,
White-breasted Nuthatch, Am. Tree
Sparrow (previous high - 78), crow sp.
and blackbird sp.
~ The Rough-legged Hawk was-the
first since our first count in 1986 and
the Glaucous Gull was also a second
occurrence. Redheads and the Thayer’s
Gull made their very first count ap-
pearances so our cumulative species
total 1s now 124. All this suggests that
snow is not the worst event to befall a
bird - at least as long as it melts within
the month as ours did this winter.
, The small concentrations of
mixed-species flocks in the few spots
of open water gave us 17 species of

waterfowl even if we did miss Tundra
Swan. This is more interesting when
we compare our totals with the Tri-
adelphia Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
which had only 11 species on a lot of
the same water. Our count’s species
richness has ranged from 9 to 19 over
the years with 7 years producing 16 or
more. It would be fascinating to see
some papers on food selection in win-
tering ducks so we could find out how
so many species which seem to use the
same habitats can stay out of each
others’ soup bowls.

We rejoiced over our record num-
ber of owl species and noted proudly
that our foot mileage set a new high.
Ecologically speaking, it is pleasing to
see that we continued a 5 year decline
in both hours and miles by car. Walk-
ing really is more fun!

Now, our low end results - 7 Our
gull count almost tied our all time low.
Be assured that this probably has very
little to do with the quality of our
garbage but an awful lot to do with the
closing of the Laytonsville Landfill in
Montgomery County. Only 140 gulls
were reported from. Triadelphia Reser-
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voir. Once again, we are reminded
how artificial our human designed
boundaries really are in the life of a
bird and how an action in one small

area alters ecology far beyond our

perception of “local”. What will the
reduction of fertilizer do to the
ecosystem of the reservoir?

We did record only one new low
for our history of counts; on Swamp
Sparrow, and next to lows on Great
Black-backed Gull, Carolina Wren,

Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Song Spar-

- row, Dark-eyed Junco and House

Finch. We missed Meadowlark com-
pletely and put together low average
but far from disastrous totals for these
other ground-grubbing birds: Winter
Wren, Rufous-sided Towhee, and
White-throated Sparrow.

Let’s look at some comparisons
with the Triadelphia CBC (our party
hours were greater by 5.6%). As ex-
pected by now, a number of species
either moved on or had a rough time.
Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren,
Winter Wren, Golden-crowned
Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Her-
mit Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Rufous-
sided Towhee, Field Sparrow, Savan-
nah Sparrow, Fox Sparrow and Song
Sparrow were all substantially lower
in February while Am. Tree Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow, White-
throated Sparrow, and Dark-eyed
Junco stayed about the same. Unex- -
pected were the size of increase:in

Downy Woodpeckers (224 to -300)

and until one thinks a minute, Tufted
Titmice (439 to 607). Titmice start
tuning their vocal chords by the sec-
ond week in February so they are

(Continued on page 2)

























