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ince 1948, the Maryland

Omithological ~ Society  has

conducted an annual May Count.
Everyone is urged to join in; no matter your skill
level. Identification is only part of being
successful;, you have to spot the bird first, so
every pair of eyes helps. And, itis greatfun. The
compiler for Howard County is Paul Zucker.
Call him at 301-279-7896 (Home) or 443-778-
4971 (Office), e-mail paul.zucker@jhuapl.edu
to participate in the count. Paul will pair you up
with someone else if you’d like, based on your
skill level, and assign you an area to cover.

Special requests are honored whenever possible. |

Or, if you prefer, you may contact one of the
following area coordinators: Mike McClure 410
531-2780, Bonnie Ott 410 461-3361, Jo Solem
301 725-5037, or Chuck Stirrat 410 531-2417.
If you are interested in being an area
ooordinator, please contact Paul Zucker.

HOW IT WORKS: The county has
been divided into seven areas (as for the
Winter Count), each with an area
coordinator. The area coordinators will
assemble the parties and combine their
results after the count. All parties however
must make sure their day lists are
delivered to the tally rally. Leaders are
responsible for tracking party miles and

time, names and addresses of the
participants, and documentation for
unusual sightings. Observers within

talking or shouting distance of each other
are considered one party. If two or more
birders spend an hour together on foot,
that constitutes one party hour; however, if
one member is separated from the other
for Y2 hour, then the total is 1% party
hours. Al birds (including, ugh, Starlings,
and House Sparrows) must be counted.
Large flocks can be estimated. If you see
something exciting outside your assigned
area, make a note of the time, direction of
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flight, and location. The sighting can be
reported to the area coordinator for that
sector at the tally; and the bird may be
added to the count if we are assured
double counting did not take place.
Separate tally sheets and hours need to
be kept for feeders and for owling.
UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS: Any
species not previously recorded in the
county or listed on the enclosed checklist
needs to be documented. Acceptable
documentation includes the name of the
person making the identification, names
 of all others who saw the bird, when and
where it was seen, lighting conditions,
optics used, behavior of the bird, time
period observed, field marks, etc.
Sometimes sketches help. Some examples
of what is considered unusual are: Pied-
billed Grebe, Homed Grebe, Great
Egret, Snowy Egret, Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Tundra Swan,
Snow Goose, Green-winged Teal,
American Black Duck, Northern Pintail,
Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, American
Wigeon, Canvasback, Ring-necked
Duck, Greater or Lesser Scaup,
Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted
Merganser, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy
Duck, Merlin, Wild Turkey, Virginia Rail,
Sora, American Coot, Semipalmated
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Plover, Upland Sandpiper, Sanderling,
White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral
Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher,
Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's
Phalarope, Bonaparte's Gull, Herring
Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster’s Tern, Barn
Owl, Chuck-will's-widow, Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher,
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Alder
Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Black-capped
Chickadee, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren,
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Gray-cheeked
Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike,
Philadelphia Vireo, Golden-winged
Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Summer
Tanager, Pine Siskin, Dickcissel,
American Tree Sparrow, Henslow's
Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Dark-eyed
Junco, or Rusty Blackbird.

THE TALLY DINNER!!
Everyone who participates in the count is
welcome to attend the tally pot luck. If you
are unable to attend, pleasce make
arrangements with your area leader or the
compiler to turn in or phone in results
during the count day or early that evening:
Call Jan Randle at 410 531-6296 to let
her know the number of people coming
from your party and your choice of food to
share. Non-cooks and all day counters can
ask Jan for alternative suggestions.
Dinner usually begins between 6:30 and
7:00 pm. The tally will begin at 8 pm. The
Randles live in Braeburn which is on the
west side of Cedar Lane in the section
north of MD 32 and south of the
stoplights at Owen Brown and Freectown
Roads. The entrance road to the area is
Bracburn Road, turn right on Lochridge
and continue to first house on left after
Hillbrook Drive,; 6424 Lochridge Road.
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