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SUMMARY OF THE 1998 Howarp County FALL CounT
BY Mike MlcCLURE AND CHUCK STIRRAT

he fifth annual Howard

County Fall Count was con-

ducted on Sept. 19, 1998. The
count saw a new record for species
while at the same time setting a new low
for individuals. The number of partici-
pants and parties (49 and 25) was
slightly less than last year (55 and 28).
The totals for party miles and hours are
shown on the accompanying tally sheet,
with the party-hours being essentially
the same as last year, while the mileage
showed a slight decline. The day’s ef-
forts recorded a new high total of 136
species, after last year’s record low (133
in *94, 135 in 95, 130 in ’96, and 113
in ’97). The total of individual birds
tallied to 17,190 compared to 26,651,
26,643, 21,615, and 22,781 from prior
years. Saturday’s temperature reached
the mid-80’s with morning cloud cover
clearing as the day wore on. The morn-
ing was quite calm with light southerly 5
to 10 mph winds in the afternoon. No
precipitation was reported but the hu-
midity was high enough to keep every-
one uncomfortable. So while the count

occurred the weather was more like,

summer than fall.

The accompanying table presents
the count data. Fall warblers species
identified rebounded from last year’s
low mark (18) to a more typical species
count (29) compared to the first three
years (30, 30, & 29). New species were
American Bittern (1 in area 7), Amer-
ican Wigeon (2 in area 4), Ruddy
Duck (2 in area 7), American Coot (1
in area 4), and Sedge Wren (1 in area 6,
1 in area 7).

This year the individual bird totals
were dominated by: European Starling
(3910), Common Grackle (1010}
Mourning Dove (849), and Canada
Goose (848). These four species ac-
counted for about 38% of the total birds
observed compared to the 1997 top four
which were about 56% of their total.
Blackbird numbers (redwing & species

combined - 522)-declined dramatically
from last year (4485).

Thanks to all participants and those
who acted as area coordinators for the
count: Maud Banks, Bob and Mary-
Jo Betts (Area 6), Bill and Karan
Blum (Area 4), Joe Byrns, Marty
Chestem, Edgar and Joy Cohen,
Dennis and Jane Coskren, Deborah
DeSalvo, Ward Ebert, Darius and
Paula Ecker (Area 3) Jeff Fried-
hoffer, Carol Garza, Dave and Mau-
reen Harvey, Mike Kerwin, Mike
Leumas, Larry Line, Bngltte Lund,
Grazina and Mike ~McClure
(County Co-coordinator), Elayne
and Jeff Metter, Carol and Paul
Newman, Doug Odermatt (Area
5), Richard Orr, Bonnie Oft, Karla

Pearce, Linnea Pett, Anita Picco,
Suzanne Probst Ann Marie Rater-
man, Clyd Robinette,  Kurt
Schwarz omayne Smith, Bob and
Jo Solem Hank Stanton Chuck
Stirrat (County Co-coordinator),
Tom. Strikwerda, Eva Sunell (Area
a/ Mark Wallace, (Area 1), Don

augh, and Paul Zucker (Area 2).

A very special thanks to Don and
Martha Waugh who hosted the
evening tally rally.

This fifth fall count, as always, pro-
vided an enjoyable time in the field for
the participants, and, of course, there
was a fun-time at the tally rally. Several
reported the excitement of finding
“lifers”, others -shared great views or
neat bird behavior observed during the
day. The event provided a great wrap-up
for the day. None present will forget to
bring their “tracing paper” when next
asked to provide written details on a
“rarity” at future counts. Plan now to
join us on a future seasonal count and if
possible attend the tally as well. Next
year the fall count will be held on the 3"
Saturday of September, the 18"
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Howarp County Biro CLus
Hosts State MIOS MEeening

On Saturday, December 5, 1998, the
Howard County Bird Club will host
the state MOS board meeting. This will
mark the first time in many years that
Howard County has hosted a state MOS
meeting. Thanks go to Maureen Harvey,
who made this possible by arranging for a
meeting room at the Johns Hopkins Applied
Physics Lab.

We are looking for volunteers to pro-
vide baked goods and other refreshments for
the participants of this meeting. If you are
willing to do so, please call Paula Ecker,
410-312-9165 for more information. Mike
Kerwin has generously offered his house as
a drop-off point for the baked goods and
refreshments the Friday evening before the
mecting. .



















